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Early in the year according to the
commonly accepted civil calendar (the Gre-
gorian calendar), a strange custom called
*Mardi Gras” or “Carnival” is observed
widely in allegedly “Christian” nations.
What is the origin of this weird festival, and
is it truly Christian in nature?

The nature of Mardi Gras is epitomized
by the namesake for the oldest Carnival
organization in New Orleans, the "Mistick
Krewe of Comus.” ‘In Greek mythology,
Comus [or Komos] is the god of festivity,
revels and nocturnal dalliances.... Comus
represents anarchy and chaos.... During his
festivals in Ancient Greece, men and women
exchanged clothes. He was depicted as a
young man on the point of unconsciousness
from drink. He had a wreath of flowers on
his head and carried a torch that was in the
process of being dropped.... Comus was a
god of excess.” ("Comus,” www.wikipedia.org,
retrieved 11-13-2018). He is a sorcerer, "born
from the loves of Bacchus and Circe” ("Co-
mus,” vol. 6, Encyclopedia Britannica, 1911).
"The Komos... was a ritualistic drunken
procession performed by revelers in ancient
Greece, whose participants were known

as komasts” ("Komos,” www.wikipedia.org,
retrieved 11-13-2019). In imitation of the
ancient pagan revelers' masked processions,
the celebration of Mardi Gras commonly
includes masked parades, drunkenness,
public nudity, cross dressing, and other
manifestations of wild partying and revelry
unrestrained by godly standards of decency
and morality.

The names of other "Krewes” associated
with Mardi Gras are also revealing: "Knights
of Hermes,” "Knights of Babylon,” "Krewe

of Saturn,” "Krewe of Bacchus,” "Knights

of Chaos.”All of these names are linked to
idolatrous worship and lawlessness.

Rod Reynolds

The history of Mardi Gras is also traced
to another ancient pagan festival ob-
served by the Romans in mid-February.
“The carnival is nothing but the Lupercalia
of the Christian Romans, who could not
forget their pagan festivals’ (Encyclopedia
Americana, 1949, vol. 5, “Carnival,’ p. 641).
"Christians, it is said, ‘on these days deliver
themselves up to voluntary madness, put on
masks, exchange sexes, clothe themselves
up like spectres, give themselves up to Bac-
chus and Venus and consider all pleasure
allowable” (ibid.).

The celebration features mock kings
dubbed "The Lord of Misrule,” and the
“bean king,” commonly chosen by chance
by finding a bean in a cake divided among
celebrants, or sometimes by lot or throwing
dice. The origin of this custom is traced to
"the King of Saturnalia, the ancient Lord of
Misrule, who presided over the Roman fes-
tival held in honor of Saturn...” (‘King Cake
History: A Rich Tradition,” mardigrastradi-
tions.com, retrieved 11-13-2018). "... the King
of Saturnalia was chosen by throwing dice,
drawing a lot, or discovering a fava bean or
coin in a piece of cake” (ibid.).

Eventually the professing Christian
Church adopted these pagan customs
into its ritual. "... Carnival came to be more
or less accepted by Church fathers as a
necessary period of foolishness and folly
before the fasting and abstinence of Lent.
(Because the day before Ash Wednesday,
which marks the beginning of Lent, was
one of feasﬁng, it came to be known as Fat
Tuesday or, as the French would say, Mardi
Gras)” (ibid.).

But these practices, honoring idolatrous
customs, pub|ic nudify, cross dressing,
drunkenness and licentious reve|ry, far
from being "necessary,” are all specifically



Mardi Gras

condemned in Scripture and are the exact
opposite of real Christianity. Paul wrote
that those who practice such things will not
inherit God's Kingdom: "Now the works of
the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idola-
try, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunk-
enness, revelries, and the like; of which |
tell you beforehand, just as | also told you
in time past, that those who practice such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control. Against such
there is no law” (Galatians 5:19-23). Note
that the word translated “revelries” in the
New King James Version is the Greek word
komos.

Given the nature of activities common-
ly indulged in as a part of Mardi Gras
celebrations, it should not be surprising
they not infrequently lead to violence and
crimes such as assaults and sometimes
even murder. In New Orleans, for exam-
ple, an article dated January 25, 2015
stated: At least eight out of the past 11
Carnival festivities have seen shootings

take place at parade routes, in clubs or on
Bourbon Street. At least 27 people were
injured in those shootings and one killed"
("New Orleans concerned about Mardi
Gras crime,” wbrz.com, retrieved 11-21-
2018). In 2018 it was reported, “Three
shootings in New Orleans left three people
dead, and five others injured as people
were celebrating Mardi Gras on Tuesday,
February 13th” (*Violence Mars Mardi Gras
Celebration In New Orleans,” iheart.com,
February 14, 2018, retrieved 11-18-2018).
Especially notable is the “Mardi Gras riot”
that occurred during Mardi Gras celebra-
tions in Seattle in 2001. Many women
were reportedly sexually assaulted, some
having their clothes ripped off by drunken
crowds. Some women were beaten, and a
man was beaten to death while trying to
assist a woman being brutalized (‘Many
Sexual assaults at Mardi Gras,” Seattle
Post-Ingelligencer, March 10, 2001,
retrieved from archive.org 11-19-2018;
“Seattle Mardi Gras riot,” wikipedia.org,
retrieved 11-19-2018).

The Bible foretold how an ancient
system of religious deception would gain
prominence following the New Testament

era. Itis called "MYSTERY, BABYLON

THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH" (Revelation 17:5). "Babylon”
comes from a Hebrew word meaning
“confusion.”

The popular system prophesied by
Christ's revelation was to sow religious
confusion and apostasy by blending the
teachings of the Bible with paganism.
Mardi Gras is rank heathenism and
lawless abandon practiced in the name of
Christianity. God sent ancient Israel and
Judah into captivity for sins that included
worship of idols and blending his worship
with idolatrous customs (Deuteronomy
12:29-32; 2 Kings 17:15, 36-40).

In today's world, as in past ages, you
may be thought of as “strange” if you do
not participate in popular customs linked
to heathenism and idolatry, but regard-
less, Christians are called upon to sepa-
rate themselves from such practices. “For
we have spent enough of our past lifetime
in doing the will of the Gentiles--when we
walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness,
revelries [Greek: komos], drinking parties,
and abominable idolatries. In regard to
these, they think it strange that you do
not run with them in the same flood of
dissipation, speaking evil of you. They
will give an account to Him who is ready
to judge the living and the dead” (1 Peter
4:3-5). "Come out of her, my people, lest
you share in her sins, and lest you receive
of her plagues” (Revelation 18:4).

God has given us a path to joy and
happiness that does not involve trans-
gressing his laws and bringing pain and
suffering upon ourselves or others. God’s
prescription for happiness and rejoicing
without regret includes festivals he com-
manded to be kept annually. And in ref-
erence to them he proclaimed: "There you
shall eat before the Lord your God, and
you shall rejoice in all to which you have
put your hand, you and your households,
in which the Lord your God has blessed
you’ (Deuteronomy 12:7).

The true way to happiness and fulfill-
ment is not in orgiastic decadence, but in
faith toward and obedience to God and
his righteous laws. If you believe yourself
to be a Christian, how can you reconcile
participating in Mardi Gras and like cus-
toms with what you profess?



Lazarus

and the rich man

any are puzzled or confused by the

story of Lazarus and the rich man:

Does this parable prove that some'"go

to heaven” and others “go to hell’ when
they die? That is, a hell where people are conscious
and'are tortured forever? Let's review the story and
see what the'Scriptures tell us it really means.

In the early part of the chapter (Luke 16), Jesus pro-
vides instruction on'the wise use of money (Luke 16:1-
9), and warns s not to become its slaves. He points
out.that you cannot make a god outof money and
at the same fime serve the true God, but thatyou'will
inevitably choose one over.the other (Luke 16:10-13;
verse 13, "hate," from the Greek miseo (ULOEW), in this
context means'to'love less by comparison; cf. Vine's
Expository Dictionary under "Hate';lexicon in Strong's
Exhaustive Concordance; also compare Luke 14:26,
where the same word is used, with Matthew 10:37).

Then we're told, “Now the Pharisees, who were
lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they
derided Him" (Luke 16:14). It's against this backdrop
that Jesus uses a parable toillustrate the peril'of being
a slave fo ‘/mammon,’ in other words, being'ruled by
an inordinate desire for or love of physicalwealth.

In Luke 16:16-18 Jesus shows that the preaching of
the kingdom of God by Johnwas not an abrogation of
the law, but consistent with the law and the prophets,
which came before. It is in fact, the same gospel which
hdsbeenpreached from the beginning (Galatians
3:8; Hebrews 4:2; | Peter 1:22-25: Revelation 14:6). He
showed by using the example of the prevailing teachs
ing on divorce among the Pharisees that they had in
fact departed from the law, despite their pretensions
of obedience.

Then he goes on with a lesson about covetousness,
using a parable. Featured in the parable are-a “rich
man who... fared sumptuously every day,’ and a “beg-
gar named Lazarus, ..who was laid at his gate®(Luke
16:19-20).

Being rich is not a sin, of itself. After all, God owns
everything (Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 10:14). Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob all became very wealthy, as
were David and Job, among others who were faithful
to God (Genesis 13:2; 24:35; 25:5; 26:12-14; 30:43; Job
492:10-12; 1 Chronicles 29:1-5).

What is sin is covetousness, an inordinate-love of
money, putting money before God, trusting in riches
instead of God, and acquiring wealth unjustly. (Exodus
20:17; Psalm 52:1-7; 62:10; Proverbs 11:28; Mark 10:24;
1 Timothy, 6:10, 17; James 5:1-6).

Eventually Lazarus, sick and diseased, apparently.
unable to take care of himself, and reduced to beg-
ging, dies (Luke 16:22). Though Lazarus was poor, it's
implied that he was a man of faith (cf. James 2:5): He

Rod Reynolds
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is carried by angels to "Abraham’s bosom”
(to a close relationship with Abraham).
But contrary to what is often assumed, this
does not happen immediately. Abraham
died, not having received the promise (He-
brews 11:8-13, 39). Neither Abraham, nor
the other faithful of God's servants, will be
made perfect (complete, finished) “apart
from us” (Hebrews 11:40). Abraham, along
with all the faithful who have died, is in his
grave awaiting the promise, the resurrec-
tion (Job 14:10-15; 19:25-27).

But Jesus spoke of a time when many
from all directions will come and sit down
with Abraham in the Kingdom of heaven
(not in heaven, Matthew 8:11-12). It is at
the time of Christ's coming to the earth in
the clouds that the angels will gather the
elect from the four winds, the elect having
been resurrected and ascended into the
air to meet Christ in the clouds (not in the
third heaven, but the first heaven on the
earth where the clouds are) as he returns
to the earth to set up his kingdom and
rule the nations (Matthew 24:30-31; Mark
13:26-27; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

Obviously, if the resurrected saints are
caught up from the earth to meet Christ
in the air as he returns to the earth from
heaven, they are not already in heaven.
The only logical conclusion then, is that a
saint does not go to heaven when he dies.
Our hope for a future beyond this life is
in the resurrection, not in going to heaven
when we die (1 Corinthians 15:19-23; Acts
24:15; cf. Luke 14:14).

All who die shall also be made alive (1
Corinthians 15:22; John 5:28-29, “con-
demnation,” Greek krisis, judgment, not
necessarily condemnation).

The rich man also dies and is buried
(Luke 16:22). In hades (the grave) he lifts
up his eyes (he wakes up from the dead in
a later resurrection; cf. Daniel 12:2). Now
alive and being in torments, he sees Abra-
ham afar off and Lazarus “in his bosom,”
implying a close relationship (Luke 16:23).
The torment is the “weeping and gnashing
of teeth” of those who will see Abraham
and the prophets in the Kingdom of

God, but themselves being cast out (Luke
13:28). This separating comes at the “end
of this world," i.e., the end times which will
culminate with the final destruction of the
wicked (Matthew 13:41-42, 49-50; Revela-
tion 20:13-15). The wicked will be cast into
a furnace of fire, or the lake of fire. They
will not somehow burn forever and ever,
but shall be burned up, like chaff from the
threshing floor (Matthew 3:12), leaving
“neither root nor branch,” but only ashes
under the feet of the righteous (Malachi
4:1, 3). After that will be a new heaven and
a new earth (cf. Revelation 20:15-21:1; 2
Peter 3:10-13).

Before the destruction he sees coming,
he asks for water, but is denied (Luke
16:24, "in," as in "in this flame,” Greek, en,
could also be translated at or before).

The “gulf’ is the separation God will make
between the incorrigibly wicked and those
admitted into his Kingdom (Luke 16:24-
26; Matthew 13:49-50). The clear warning
is that persisting in covetousness --- which
is a form of idolatry (Colossians 3:5) -- and
stubbornly refusing to repent, can lead to

the lake of fire.

The rich man finally asks Abraham to
warn his brothers. Clearly, the rich man,
having just been awakened from the
dead, does not know what has become
of his brothers, but assumes they may still
have a chance to repent. Abraham replies
that if they will not listen to Moses and the
prophets (the Bible), they will not listen
to one who has been resurrected from
the dead, as Abraham will be at the time
depicted in the parable (Luke 16:27-31).

The parable of Lazarus and the rich
man does not depict an ever burning hell
to which men’s souls go the minute they
die, as many people assume. What it does
do is affirm the destruction of the incor-
rigibly wicked, those who have hardened
themselves to God's rebuke to the point of
a conscience seared beyond redemption,
as some of the Jewish leaders of Jesus' day
were in danger of doing (Proverbs 29:1;
Mark 3:29; Hebrews 6:4-8; 1 John 5:16).
Thus Jesus warns against covetousness
and stubbornly refusing to hear the truth
(Luke 16:14-15, 31).

“ .But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night; in which the heavens will pass away with

a great noise, and the elements will be dissolved
with fervent heat, and the earth and the works
that are in it will be burned up. Therefore since all
these things will be destroyed like this, what kind
of peop e ought you to be in ho [y ['wing and

god[iness, [ooking for and eamest[y deshring the
coming of the day of God, which will cause the

buming heavens to be dissolved, and the elements

will melt with fewent heat? But, according to his

promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth,

in which Vigh’[eousness dwells.”

2 Peter 3:10-13 | World English Bible



TH TWO COVENANTS |

hat is the nature and effect of sin? Why is

the Holy Spirit essential to salvation? How

are these questions related to the "Old Cov-
enant’ that God made with Israel? Continue reading
to find the answers!

As we've discussed in previous chapters, the overall
reason for the institution of the Old Covenant was be-
cause of transgressions (Galatians 3:19). But under that
overall reason for the institution of the "Old Covenant,’
there were a number of specific ancillary reasons for the
covenant. In this chapter we explore additional reasons
for the giving of the Old Covenant.

First, let's review. In chapter three we discussed some
of these reasons, as follows:

(1) The law or Old Covenant was given to separate
and preserve a people for God - and in so doing pre-
serve all of mankind from utter destruction.

*| am the Lord your God, who has separated you
from the peoples” (Leviticus 20:24).

As it says in Galatians 3:23, "But before faith came,
we were kept [or preserved] under guard by the law,
kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.

(2) A second reason the law was given was as a
teaching device:. "Therefore the law was our tutor to
bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith”
(Galatians 3:24).

(3) And a third reason the law was given is as a form
of knowledge and truth, as Paul wrote to the Jews in
Rome, that they had "the form of knowledge and truth
in the law [Old Covenant]’ (Romans 2:20). The various
features of the law were a limited expression of eter-
nal truths, and the physical features of the law of the
Old covenant were types of a greater reality, as Paul
explained in Hebrews chapters 8 - 10. For example, the
sacrifices were a type of Christ's sacrifice. "For the law,
having a shadow of the good things to come, and not
the very image of the things..." (Hebrews 10:1).

From these types we can induce the spiritual princi-
ples behind them, with the guidance of God's word and

the Holy Spirit.
Now let's move on to a fourth reason for the giving

of the Old Covenant:

(4) The TEACHING OF THE NATURE AND EFFECT
OF SIN.

As mentioned before, God and God alone has the
prerogative of determining what is good and what is
evil. He is the LAWGIVER.

"There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to
destroy” (James 4:12).

God’s law tells us what righteousness is. And it teach-
es us what sin is.

Israel had lost most of this knowledge by the time
of the Exodus. The law was given partly to teach them
what sin is. And it was given to teach each succeeding
generation the same thing. Paul wrote, "...by the law is
the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). And further, ‘I
would not have known sin except through the law. For
| would not have known covetousness unless the law
had said, “You shall not covet. (Romans 7:7). Paul is
saying that he would not have been able to discern that
covetousness is a sin had it not been identified as sin by
the law.

But the law did even more than define sin. It also
demonstrated that sinfulness is a dominant tendency
of human nature apart from God's Spirit. "Moreover
the law entered that the offense might abound” (Ro-
mans 5:20). How did the offense abound?

Before a man realizes a certain act is wrong he can
do it without being conscious of sinning. His conscience
is relatively undefiled. But once he knows the act is
wrong, yet he goes ahead and commits the act again,
it defiles his conscience and becomes even more sinful
than before. The more he commits the act from that
time on -- the more it warps and destroys his character.
Yet the flesh is so weak that without the added strength
of God's Spirit one is bound to sin -- even though he
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knows it is wrong. The fact is, God created
man with an inherent need for his Spirit --
a need which we will discuss further shortly.

Paul explains how the law exposes the
nature and effect of sin. "For when we
were in the flesh [before repentance and
conversion], the sinful passions which were
aroused by the law were at work in our
members to bear fruit to death” (Romans
7:5).

What is Paul saying here? Is he saying
that before the law was given everybody
was pure, sinless, loving his brother, never
doing anything wrong? Then when the law
was given everyone all of a sudden started
lusting, hating, cursing and destroying?

No, that's not what he is saying. Con-
sider: sexual lust, for example, is quite as
active apart from any knowledge of the
law as it is with a knowledge of the law.
Maybe, if anything, even more so. The
same is true of greed, jealous envy, hatred
or any number of other sinful passions. The
basic lusts to which all humans are subject
prior to conversion proceed from the flesh-
ly mind -- not from the law. Paul refers to
this basic tendency as the “lust of the flesh”
in Galatians 5:16, and then goes on to list a
number of sins which are of the flesh.

So once again, what did Paul mean
when he said, "For when we were in the
flesh, the sinful passions which were
aroused by the law were at work in our
members to bear fruit to death.”?

First Paul says, "When we were in the
flesh....” This simply is speaking of that time
before conversion when one is guided in

his thinking not by God's Spirit but by the
raw impulses of a fleshly mind. He draws
the contrast in Romans 8 as he speaks of
those who “walk according to the flesh”
and those who, on the other hand, “walk
according to the spirit” (cf. Romans 8:4
ff.). So in Romans 7:5 he is speaking of an
effect which occurs in the mind of one not
yet walking “according to the spirit,"i.e., in
one totally or partially unconverted.

What happens, then, to one who is
“in the flesh” when he becomes conscious
of being under the authority of the law?
Paul says, "...the sinful passions which were
aroused by the law were at work in our
members to bear fruit to death.” What
are the “passions,” or as in the King James
Version, “motions of sins, which were by
the law"? The word translated “motions”
here by the King James translators is
the Greek word pathema (translated
“passions” in the New King James). The
word means sufferings, afflictions or
passions. These are not ordinary lusts but
are sufferings, afflictions and/or passions
which are a reaction of a carnal mind to a
knowledge of the law. Or they could mean
sufferings -- penalties, if you like -- of sin
which are imposed by the law. Both in
fact are included, but Paul is emphasizing
the former -- the reaction of the mind --
throughout this chapter.

What then are the sinful passions
which owe their existence to a knowledge
of the law? One could be a morbid guilt
and fear of God's wrath. Guilt can be a
constructive emotion if it leads one to

‘Before a man realizes a certain act is wrong he

can do it without being conscious of sinning. His

conscience is relatively undefiled. But once he

knows the act is wrong, yet he goes ahead and

commits the act again, it defiles his conscience

and becomes even more sinful than before. The

more he commits the act from that time on -- the

more it warps and destroys his character. Yet the
flesh is so weak that without the added strength
of God's Spirit one is bound to sin -- even though

he knows it is wrong. The fact is, God created

man with an inherent need for his Spirit...”

repentance. But guilt can also lead to mo-
roseness, chronic depression or hostility.
This was the kind of fear and guilt that
Adam and Eve suffered after they had
sinned in the Garden of Eden (Genesis
3:10). They did not want to face up to their
sin and repent of it, but rather sought to
flee from the face of God. This affliction
of sin was prompted by the fact that they
knew they had sinned and broken God's
commandment.

The law was instrumental in the hatred
of Cain for his brother, Abel. Cain, we are
told, slew his brother "because his own
works were evil, and his brother’s righ-
teous” (I John 3:12). This was a combi-
nation of guilt, jealous envy and hatred
-- products of a carnal mind occasioned
by a knowledge of the law.

David knew God's law -- yet before
his repentance for a particular sin and
an attitude into which he had fallen he
is said to have despised both the com-
mandments of God and God himself!
God spoke to David through the prophet
Nathan after he had committed adultery
with the wife of Uriah, and then arranged
to have Uriah killed to hide his sin:

“Thus says the Lord God of Israel: "l
anointed you king over Israel, and | de-
livered you from the hand of Saul. | gave
you your master's house and your master's
wives into your keeping, and gave you the
house of Israel and Judah. And if that had
been too little, | also would have given
you much more! Why have you despised
the commandment of the Lord, to do
evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword; you have taken his
wife to be your wife, and have killed him
with the sword of the people of Ammon.
Now therefore, the sword shall never
depart from your house, because you
have despised Me, and have taken the
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.”
(2 Samuel 12:7-10).

Enmity toward God and hatred of
his law is another affliction or passion of
sin taking occasion in a carnal mind by
a knowledge of God's law. "...the carnal
mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can
be. So then, those who are in the flesh
cannot please God." (Romans 8:7-8).

The effect of an active awareness and
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knowledge of the law on a carnal mind is
the compounding of sin. The sins commit-
ted are not only those proceeding from
ordinary fleshly lusts -- but to those are
added sins which are a result of the reac-
tion of a carnal mind to the challenge and
threat imposed by a knowledge of the
law. Sin committed at this point becomes
far more serious and destructive to the
individual's character. Its effect is far more
devastating and much more abundantly
“brings forth fruit to death.”’

Paul reiterates this effect, where he
says, "..Sin, taking occasion by the com-
mandment, wrought in me all manner
of concupiscence [evil desire, lust]. For
without the [knowledge of (previous
verse)] the law sin was dead [had no
effect on his conscience]. For | was alive
without [knowledge of] the law once [he
had no feeling of being condemned]: but
when the [knowledge of] the command-
ment came, sin revived [began to actively
affect his conscience], and | died [was
condemned of his own conscience]. And
the commandment which was ordained
to life, | found to be unto death. For sin,
taking occasion by the commandment
deceived [Greek: thoroughly seduced,
deceived and cheated] me, and by it slew
me [defiled his conscience to the point of
total self-condemnation]” (Romans 7:8-11,
KJV). Note that all of this is due to the
reaction of a carnal mind to a knowledge
of the law.

As Jeremiah said, "The heart is de-
ceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked..." (Jeremiah 17:9). But does this
mean that the law itself is evil? No, this
is part of the purpose served by the law.
Notice as Paul further explains: “Therefore
the law is holy, and the commandment
holy and just and good. Has then what
is good become death to me? Certainly
not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was
producing death in me through what is
good, so that sin through the command-
ment might become exceedingly sinful.”
(Romans 7:12-13).

God intends that the law should
expose sin. He intended for the law to
challenge and threaten the carnal mind --
so that as the mind reacted to it sin might
reach its culmination -- so there would
be no mistaking that sin results in death!

When that point is reached the carnal
mind becomes self condemned. Finally it
may want to escape from its slavery to sin
and its awful consequences. The carnal
mind can come to the point finally -- as
Paul says -- where it consents that the

law is good, and delights after the law of
God. But it is still under condemnation.
The need for a power beyond the human
fleshly mind is now apparent. The point
of repentance has been reached. The law
-- exposing the nature and effect of sin

-- was designed to lead men to that point.
It also exposes a weakness in human char-
acter and reveals the need for God's Spir-
it, the factor which makes the difference
between a “carnal” mind and a converted
mind, which Paul goes on to discuss in
Romans 8. This is the next reason for the
giving of the Old Covenant.

(5) TO REVEAL THE NEED FOR
GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT.

The Holy Spirit, as the term is normal-
ly used, is not a separate person within the
Godhead! The Holy Spirit is an invisible
POWER, a force proceeding from God.
It is a part of what God is, through which
he can exercise his will. (See our article,
“What Is the Holy Spirit?").

God can also grant that same spirit to
human beings, and through that means
he can empower them to overcome their
carnal nature.

Christ told the apostles just before
his ascension into heaven, "...you shalll
receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you...” (Acts 1:8). Paul wrote to
Timothy, “For God has not given us a spirit
of fear, but of power and of love and of
a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). A good
analogy to use in gaining an understand-
ing of what the Holy Spirit is like is the
force of wind. Wind is an invisible, though
at times very powerful force. Harnessed
and utilized, it can do a great deal of
work. It is not accidental that the same
Hebrew word, ruach, is used for both wind
and spirit.

Although there are many facets to the
use of God’s Spirit, a primary use is the
implanting of the character -- the mind
-- of God in the minds of human beings
who submit themselves. The Holy Spirit

is the POWER by which God reproduc-
es himself. Human beings can become
children of God -- renewed, regenerated
spiritually, to grow into the spiritual like-
ness of God.

The Holy Spirit -- symbolized by the
tree of life in the midst of the garden
of Eden -- was made available to the
very first man. It has been available to
mankind from the time human beings
were created. But Adam rejected the Holy
Spirit by neglecting God's commandment
to eat of the tree of life:

"And the Lord God commanded the
man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden
you may freely eat’' [Hebrew: eating you
shall eat]” (Genesis 2:16). This included the
tree of life.

God in effect told Adam that if he
partook of the Holy Spirit -- represented
by the tree of life -- he could have the gift
of eternal life. “Then the Lord God said,
‘Behold, the man has become like one
of Us, to know good and evil. And now,
lest he put out his hand and take also of
the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”
(Genesis 3:22).

But God also told Adam that if he
disobeyed and partook of another tree
forbidden to him he would suffer death.
"And out of the ground the Lord God
made every tree grow that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food. The tree of
life was also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil” (Genesis 2:9).

"...but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die”
(Genesis 2:17).

God told Adam, in effect, that the only
source of Eternal Life is his Spirit:

"It is the Spirit that gives life. The flesh
does not profit, nothing! The words which
| speak to you are spirit and are life” (John
6:63, Green's Literal Translation).

"And if Christ is in you, the body is
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness” (Romans 8:10).

But Satan -- in the MOST COLOS-
SAL LIE OF ALL TIME -- told Adam and
Eve that there was ANOTHER way to life
-- the way of disobedience and rebellion
against God. Notice what Satan said,
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“You will not surely die. For God knows
that in the day you eat of it [the tree God
had told them to leave alone] your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing [having the power and authority
to determine] good and evil” (Genesis
3:4.5).

In other words, they didn't have to lis-
ten to or submit to God and his law. They
could make their own rules based on their
own ideas of what is right and wrong.

Satan, in effect, said that sin produc-
es life. But sin does not produce life, it
produces death: “For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
“Then when lust has conceived, it brings
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, brings
forth death” (James 1:15; American King
James Version).

Eternal life is produced only by the
Spirit of God through righteousness
-- and perfect, godly righteousness is
possible only through the power of God's
Holy Spirit. "...the Spirit is life because of
righteousness” (Romans 8:10). In the same
chapter Paul wrote that Christ, "...con-
demned sin in the flesh, that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled
in us who do not walk according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit” (Romans
8:3-4). Further, "...to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually minded is life
and peace’ (Romans 8:6). He went on to
say, "...the carnal mind is enmity against
God; for it is not subject to the law of God,
nor indeed can be. So then, those who
are in the flesh cannot please God. But
you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit,
if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.”
(Romans 8:7-9).

What about the Holy Spirit then in the
Old Covenant? Was spiritual conversion
required under the Old Covenant? Was it
possible? Did the Old Covenant teach us
anything about the Holy Spirit?

The fact is, spiritual conversion was
not required under the Old Covenant. As
stated before, it was a physical covenant
given to a physical nation. As a matter of
fact, the primary difference between the
Old and New Covenants is that spiritual
conversion is a condition of the New Cov-
enant, but was not a condition of the Old
Covenant.

Actually spiritual conversion is implied
and typified in the Old Covenant -- but
was not a prerequisite for entrance into it.
Before going on any further | want to de-
fine what | mean by spiritual conversion.
Spiritual conversion does not necessarily
imply spiritual perfection, at least not
immediately.

Spiritual conversion is the change of
attitude -- the turning around of one’s
mind -- that occurs when he has learned
of the true God and the requirements of
God's spiritual law and begins to have
a true reverence and righteous fear of
God. The Word of God says, “The fear
of the Lord [profound respect, awe and
reverence for] is the beginning of wisdom”
(Psalm 111:10). And what is the attitude
toward God's law that is inseparable from
this “fear” of the Eternal God? “The fear
of the Lord is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13).
“Fear God, and keep His commandments,
for this is the whole of man” (Ecclesiastes
12:13; Young's Literal Translation). A real
love and respect for the true God, and
a deep desire to obey his spiritual laws,
along with a hatred for evil (in its essence,
because of its effect), is spiritual conver-
sion. Paul described it as walking “accord-
ing to the Spirit,” rather than “according to
the flesh” (Romans 8:1). It is a result of true
repentance, and is not possible without it.

How was spiritual conversion typified
in the Old Covenant? In many ways. Here
are a few specifics: The laws themselves,
as stated before, were a physical applica-
tion of living, spiritual principles that lay
behind them. The “glory” of the Eternal
God filled the tabernacle and led Israel in
their journeying:

“Then the cloud covered the tabernacle
of meeting, and the glory of the Lord
filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not
able to enter the tabernacle of meeting,
because the cloud rested above it, and
the glory of the Lord filled the taberna-
cle. Whenever the cloud was taken up
from above the tabernacle, the children
of Israel would go onward in all their
journeys. But if the cloud was not taken
up, then they did not journey till the day
that it was taken up. For the cloud of the
Lord was above the tabernacle by day,
and fire was over it by night, in the sight of
all the house of Israel, throughout all their

journeys” (Exodus 40:34-38).

This typified the Spirit of God dwelling
in and guiding his New Covenant nation,
the Church of God: "Do you not know that
you are the temple of God and that the
Spirit of God dwells in you?” (I Corinthians
3:16). "And in the midst of the seven lamp-
stands [symbolic of the 'seven churches’ of
Revelation, representative of the Church
of God through a progression of time]
One like the Son of Man, clothed with
a garment down to the feet and girded
about the chest with a golden band” (Rev-
elation 1:13). "...and the seven lampstands
which you saw are the seven churches’
(Revelation 1:20).

Paul wrote: "...all our fathers were un-
der the cloud, all passed through the seq,
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the seq, all ate the same spiritual
food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock
that followed them, and that Rock was
Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:1-4). "Now these
things were our types... [literal translation,
Greek: tupoi emon]’ (I Corinthians 10:6).

Although spiritual conversion was not
a prerequisite for entrance into the Old
Covenant, it was necessary to fulfill the
requirements of that covenant. The Old
Covenant, believe it or not, was designed
to teach spiritual faith and the need
for spiritual conversion. After God gave
Israel his ten commandments in their
limited form under the Old Covenant he
remarked, "Oh, that there were such an
heart in them, that they would fear Me,
and keep all My commandments always,
that it might be well with them, and with
their children forever!” (Deuteronomy
5:29). God knew, however that there was
not such an heart in them, but there could
have been, had they yielded to his law
and repented deeply of their sins and
sinfulness. The weakness of the “law” (the
Old Covenant) was in the fact that the
people were not converted, and were not
required to be as members of the congre-
gation. Paul said “it was weak through the
flesh” (Romans 8:3).

He said, "...but Israel, pursuing the law
of righteousness, has not attained to the
law of righteousness. Why? Because they
did not seek it by faith..." (Romans 9:31-
32). Godly faith is a product of God's Spir-
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"The basic lusts to which all humans

are subject prior to conversion

proceed from the fleshly mind -- not

from the law. Paul refers to this basic
tendency as the ‘lust of the flesh’in
Galatians 5:16, and then goes on to

list a number of sins which are of the

flesh.”

it. In Galatians 5:22 (KJV) faith is listed as
one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Paul wrote that the gospel was
preached to Israel, "...but the word which
they heard did not profit them, not being
mixed with faith in those who heard it"
(Hebrews.4:2). Because they did not have
real faith in the ability of God and his way
to produce what was promised, Israel was
blinded to the real meaning of God's law.
Their lack of faith was a result of the fact
that they walked not "according to the
Spirit” but "according to the flesh.” Their
hearts were "hardened through the deceit-
fulness of sin” (Hebrews 3:13). Paul said,
“Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but
the elect have obtained it, and the rest
were blinded’ (Romans 11:7). They were
blinded by their carnality.

This brings us to the question: was
spititual conversion possible under the
Old Covenant?

Contrary to what some have as-
sumed, the Spirit of God has been offered
to men ever since Creation. It was offered
to Adom, as C||rec|dy described, but was
rejected. It has been offered to others
down through history -- not to all -- but
to many. When God reveals his law to a
person or group of people and reproves
them for their sins he is offering them a
chance to repent. When they do repent
God promises that he will give them his
Spirit to lead them. A person will continue
to have God's Spirit ONLY as long as he
continues to repent and "walk according
to the Spirit." This is a promise of God's
word: “Turn at my rebuke; Surely | will
pour out my spirit on you; | will make my
words known to you” (Proverbs 1:23).

David knew that he could retain God's
Spirit only by repentance: "Create in me a
clean heart, O God, And renew a stead-

fast spirit within me. Do not cast me away
from Your presence, And do not take Your
Holy Spirit from me" (Psalm 51:10-11). "The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A
broken and a contrite heart -- These, O
God, You will not despise” (Psalm 51:17).

There was a small "remnant according
to the election of grace,” who lived during
the "Old Testament” period (cf. Romans
11:1-7). That small group of elect, who
sought God's promises through faith,
and who lived their lives in faith toward
God, and who died in faith are assured of
salvation.

"These all died in faith, not having re-
ceived the promises, but having seen them
aofar off were assured of them, embraced
them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For
those who say such things declare plainly
that they seek a homeland. And truly if
they had called to mind that country from
which they had come out, they would
have had opportunity to return. But now
’rhey desire a better, that is, a heoven|y
country. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for He has prepared
a city for them.” (Hebrews 11:13-15).

They did it by meeting the same
requirements we must meet, repentance
and faithful obedience. "Repent therefore
and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord"
(Acts 3:19). "We are witnesses to these
declarations, as well as the holy spirit
which God gives to those yielding to [or
who obey] Him" (Acts 5:32, Concordant
version).

As a whole, however, Israel failed,
because most Israelites continued to walk
according to the flesh. They never repent-
ed and never received God's Spirit. This is

the reason the Old Covenant eventually
had to be replaced by the reality which it
was meant to prefigure -- the New Cov-
enant. Of course this was God's intention
all along. When Paul seems to be saying
we, meaning converted Christians, are "'no
longer under the law,” he is referring to the
Old Covenant -- which he almost always
called simply “the law,” as did all Jews of
his day. And for Christians the Old Cov-
enant has been replaced -- it is no longer
in force for truly converted Christians and
has no legal claim over us.

The Covenant God made with Israel
in the wilderness was a kind of marriage
covenant, Israel being the wife in this
analogy, and God the husband.

This can be shown by numerous scrip-
tures. For example, God, speaking to Isra-
el, says: “Return, O backsliding children,
says the Lord; ‘for | am married to you...”
(Jeremiah 3:14; cf. Jeremiah 31:32)

Through the prophet Ezekiel God
speaks of Jerusalem as the center of
government for his nation, thus represen-
tative of the nation as a whole. He says
of Jerusalem, then the capital of Judah,
but formerly the capital of all Israel, "Now
when | passed by you, and looked on
you, behold, your time was the time of
love; and | spread my skirt over you, and
covered your nakedness: yes, | swore to
you, and entered into a covenant with
you, said the Lord GOD, and you became
mine.” (Ezekiel 16:8, AKJV). Various com-
mentaries, e.g., Adam Clarke (on Ruth
3:9), explain that the act of “spreading
the skirt” symbolized a man taking on the
matrimonial responsibility of providing
for and protecting the wife, and that this
phrase is expressive of entering into the
marriage relation. The covenant spoken
of in this verse is the covenant God made
with Israel in the wilderness when he made
them his people (Exodus 19:5-6). That
covenant included a promise regarding
Jerusalem -- which was eventually to be
the one true center of government and
religion for Israel:

“But when you cross over the Jordan
and dwell in the land which the Lord your
God is giving you to inherit, and He gives
you rest from all your enemies round
about, so that you dwell in safety, then
there will be the place where the Lord
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your God chooses to make His name
abide. There you shall bring all that |
command you: your burnt offerings, your
sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings
of your hand, and all your choice offerings
which you vow to the Lord. And you shall
rejoice before the Lord your God, you and
your sons and your daughters, your male
and female servants, and the Levite who is
within your gates, since he has no portion
nor inheritance with you. Take heed to
yourself that you do not offer your burnt
offerings in every place that you see; but
in the place which the Lord chooses, in
one of your tribes, there you shall offer
your burnt offerings, and there you shalll
do all that | command you.” (Deuterono-
my 12:10-14).

Eventually God chose Jerusalem to be
the place for his temple to be built, and
the place where sacrifices were to be of-
fered. The covenant was later reaffirmed
in Jerusalem at the dedication of the
temple, as you can read in 1 Kings 8.

The fact that God is speaking in Eze-
kiel 16 of a marriage covenant is implicit
in the whole chapter. Note especially God
said the infidelity of Israel (Jerusalem, the
capital, put for the whole, verse 13 [K]V],
“thou did prosper into a kingdom”) was
the work of "an adulterous wife, who takes
strangers instead of her husband” (Ezekiel
16:32). So we see that the covenant God
made with Israel -- the old Covenant --
was a marriage covenant. But a marriage
covenant is binding only as long as both
partners live (Romans 7:1-3).

It was God acting in the person of Jesus
Christ who led Israel out of Egypt, and
who spoke the words of the covenant from
M. Sinai. "..all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock
that followed them, and that Rock was
Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:4).

Jesus Christ, the Eternal God, who had
emptied himself of his divine glory to make
himself a sacrifice to pay the penalty for
our sins died on the cross. At that time the
old Covenant became obsolescent. We,
who are physical descendants of Israel, if
baptized into Christ, are also “dead to the
law through the body of Christ’ (Romans
7:4). So we see that the Old Covenant,

a marriage covenant, no longer has any
hold or claim on us. We are indeed “free

“The sacriﬁces of God are a broken
spirit, A broken and a contrite heart
- These, O God, You will not despise.”

from [the claims of] the law” -- that is, the
Old Covenant.

What are the implications of this
“freedom” for a Christian? We will get
to this shortly. But there is more to the
nullification of the Old Covenant than the
fact that the parties to it are accounted as
having died.

God's intention from the beginning
was that the Old Covenant should be
superseded by something greater. Why?
Simply because the old Covenant was not,
of itself, complete. Notice what Paul said,
"...if there had been a law given which
could have given life, truly righteousness
would have been by the law. But the
Scripture has confined all under sin..."
(Galatians 3:21-292).

The Old Covenant, though it "was
ordained to life" (Romans 7:10; KJV), actu-
ally produced death, because the scripture
had shown all things -- the entire creation
(Paul is using hyperbole here, all being
put for virtually all) -- to be under the
dominion of sin (Romans 5:21). We have
shown before that a few -- small in terms
of numbers -- had been granted salvation
(Romans 6:12-23). But most, including
most Israelites, have remained under the
dominion of sin. And the penalty of sin is
death (Romans 6:23).

Why were all under the dominion of
sin? "...all these nations are uncircumcised,
and all the house of Israel are uncircum-
cised in the heart’ (Jeremiah 9:26). The
nations, inc|uc|ing Israel, had not repenfed
and had not received God's Spirit -- the
Spirit of Life through righteousness (Ro-
mans 8:10). The Old Covenant was “weak
through the flesh” (Romans 8:2). There-
fore "...there is an annulling of the former
commandment because of its weakness
and unproﬁ’robleness, for the law [i.e., Oold
Covenant] made nothing perfect; on the

other hand, there is the bringing in [or

superinduction, refer to Analytical Greek
Lexicon] of a better hope, through which
we draw near to God." (Hebrews 7:18-19).

What Paul is saying here is the com-
mandment -- speaking specifically in verse
18 of the commandment which made
priests of the Levites (cf. verses 11-12), but
broadening it in verse 19 to include the en-
tire Old Covenant -- was nullified because
of a weakness.

We have already seen that the weak-
ness was the fleshly mind. That law could
not make those under it perfect. This
statement is repeated in Hebrews 9:9 and
Hebrews 10:1. But, Paul says, we have the
superinduction of a better hope.

What does this mean? It means that
the basis for this better hope is the law
-- the Old Covenant. It means that this
better hope was introduced by the Old
Covenant and is induced from it. Induc-
tion in logic is "the process of inferring or
aiming at a general principle or law from
observation of particular instances” or a
conclusion reached by this process” (Read-
er’s Digest Dictionary). The specific hope
of sacrifices under the Levitical priesthood
was a limited and temporary forgiveness
of sin (Hebrews 10:1-3), but induced from
that, in what it typified, was the perma-
nent and total sacrifice for sin -- Jesus
Christ (Hebrews 7:25, 27-28).

It is by this sacrifice, and the Eternal
Priesthood that administers it, that "we
draw near to God." (Hebrews 7:19, 24-28).
And so it is with every part of the Old Cov-
enant. From each specific feature we can
induce a general principle, which is the
corresponding feature of the New, that is,
the spiritual Covenant.

But while the old Covenant was the
basis for the better hope -- or, you might
say, an introduction to it -- the Old
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Covenant and its promises were not the
perfection, realization, completion or
fulfillment of that better hope. Before that
better hope could be fulfilled there had to
be a fundamental change in the people.
And the Covenant had to be expanded
to include the full spiritual reality of all of
God's law. “For if that first covenant had
been faultless, then no place would have
been sought for a second. Because find-
ing fault with them [the physical nation
of Israel], He says: ‘Behold, the days are
coming, says the Lord, when | will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah - not according
to the covenant that | made with their
fathers in the day when | took them by
the hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt; because they did not continue in
My covenant, and | disregarded them,
says the Lord." (Hebrews 8:7-9).

The sum of what | am pointing out
then is this: The Old Covenant graphically
illustrated, by the failure through the
weakness of human flesh, the absolute
necessity of God's Holy Spirit for true
righteousness and development of the
character necessary for Eternal Life. Man
cannot fully obey God's law without the
power of God's Spirit to help him.

As we proceed in this series, we
will continue our discussion of the two
covenants, and how the New Covenant
supplies what was lacking under the Old
Covenant.

To you, Yahweh, do1 [[ft up my soul.
My God, 1 have trusted in you.
Don't let me be shamed.
Don't let my enemies triumph over me.

Yes, no one who waits for you shall be shamed.

Tlaey shall be shamed who deal treacherous[y without cause.

Show me your ways, Yahweh.
Teach me your paths.

Guide me in your truth, and teach me,
For you are the God of my salvation,
1wait for you all day long.

Yahweh, remember your tender mercies and your [oving kindness,

fov they are ﬁom old times.

Don’t remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions.

Remember me accovding to your [oving kindness,
for your goodness’ sake, Yahweh.
Good and quright is Yahweh,
therefore he will instruct sinners in the way.
He will guide the humble in justice.
He will teach the humble his way.
All the paths of Yahweh are [oving kindness and truth
to such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.
For your name’s sake, Yahweh,
pardon my iniquity, for it is great.
What man is he who fears Yahweh?
He shall instruct him in the way that he shall choose.
His soul shall dwell at ease.
His oﬂ%pv'mg shall inherit the land.
The friendsh'qo of Yahweh is with those who feav him.

He will show them his covenant.

Psalm 25:1-14 | World English Bible
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