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The  Bible  teaches  that  God  has  a 
plan of salvation for mankind. What 
does  that mean, and why  is a plan 
of  salvation  necessary?  What  is  it 
that  human  beings  need  to  be  sa‐
ved from? If there is a “plan of sal‐
vation,”  what  is  it?  Are  there 
specific steps to be followed on the 
path to salvation?

In  a  previous  article,  part  one  of  a 
series,  I  addressed  the  first  two  of 
the  following  questions  relating  to 
salvation for human beings:
 
(1)  What  is  "salvation"?;  (2)  Are 
“good”  people  saved  even  if  they 
don't know about Christ, or are un‐
believers?;  (3) Are  infants  and  ba‐
bies saved, even though they know 
nothing  of  Christ  and  lack  the  ca‐
pacity  to choose good or  evil?;  (4) 

Does  the  Bible  teach  “Universal 
Salvation”?;  (5)  Who  qualifies  you 
for  salvation?;  (6)  Can  one,  after 
making  a  profession  of  faith  in 
Christ,  and  receiving  the  Holy  Spi‐
rit,  be disqualified  from salvation?; 
(7) Are those who do not attain sal‐
vation in this age eternally condem‐
ned?;  (8)  What  is  the  path  to 
salvation?

In  this  article,  part  two of  a  series, 
we  begin  with  question  number 
three: 

(3)  Are  infants  and  babies  saved, 
even  though  they  know nothing  of 
Christ  and  lack  the  capacity  to 
choose good or evil?

This question is answered in the artic‐
le titled “What Happens to Those Who 

Die As Infants?” The article is availa‐
ble on our website, cogmessen‐
ger.org, and is reprinted in this edition 
of Messenger magazine.

Continuing, let’s move on to the next 
question:

(4) Does the Bible teach “Universal 
Salvation”?

In this age, the time since the creati‐
on of the first pair of humans, from 
which all human beings have descen‐
ded, few  have  found  and  followed 
the  path  of  salvation. "Enter by the 
narrow gate; for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leads to destruc‐
tion, and there are many who go in by 
it. Because narrow is the gate and dif‐
ficult is the way which leads to life, 
and there are few who find it” (Matt‐
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hew 7:13-14). Yet, the Bible teaches 
that when all is said and done, every 
person will have ample opportunity 
for salvation, either in this age or in a 
future resurrection. 

“For, since indeed, through a man, ca‐
me death, through a man, also co‐
meth the raising of the dead; For, just 
as,  in  the Adam, all die, so, also, in 
the  Christ,  shall  all  be  made  alive. 
But, each, in his own rank [order]: – A 
firstfruit, Christ, after that, they who 
are the Christ’s, in his presence [or at 
his coming], Afterwards, the end – 
whensoever he delivereth up the king‐
dom unto his God and Father, when‐
soever he shall bring to nought all rule 
and all authority and power” (I Co‐
rinthians 15:21-24, Rotherham trans‐
lation). 

Before “the end,” referred to in the 
Scripture quoted above, others will be 
resurrected, who were not included in 
the “first resurrection” at the time of 
Christ’s second coming (cf. Revelation 
20:4-5). Jesus said, “Do not be surpri‐
sed at this: for the time is coming 
when his voice will come to  all who 
are in the place of the dead, And they 
will come out; those who have done 
good, into the new life; and those who 
have done evil, to be judged” (John 
5:28-29, Bible in Basic English versi‐
on). "I have hope in God..., that there 
will be a resurrection  of  the  dead, 
both  of  the  just  and  the  un‐
just” (Acts 24:15).

Those who had been deceived in a 
previous life, will be taught the truth. 
“They  shall  all  be  taught  by 
God” (John 6:45). “And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books [the books of the Bi‐
ble] were opened. And another book 
was  opened, which is the Book  of 
Life [so they might learn and have an 
opportunity to be granted eternal life]. 
And the dead were judged according 
to their works, by the things which we‐
re written in the books” (Revelation 

20:12). They shall be judged accor‐
ding to the works they do, after having 
been resurrected and taught the truth.

But the bible also teaches that the in‐
corrigibly wicked – those who refuse 
to repent though given every reasona‐
ble opportunity to do so – will be pu‐
nished with death in what is called the 
“second death.” “Then Death and Ha‐
des were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. And anyone not 
found  written  in  the  Book  of  Life 
was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire” (Re‐
velation 20:14).

"He who overcomes shall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God and he 
shall be My son. But the cowardly, un‐
believing, abominable, murderers, se‐
xually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars shall have their part in the 
lake which burns with fire and brimsto‐
ne, which is the second death" (Re‐
velation 21:7-8).

These will be burned up like chaff 
(Matthew 3:12). The incorrigible, who 
refuse to repent having been given 
every opportunity to do so, will ultima‐
tely be burned up, and will be reduced 
to ashes (Malachi 4:1, 3). The Bible 
indicates, however, that fortunately 
only a minority will wind up making 
that choice after all is said and done.

For more detailed information on this 
subject, see our articles available at 
cogmessenger.org: “The Truth About 
Hell,” “What Is Death?” “Lazarus and 
the Rich Man,” “Are Many or Few Cal‐
led in this Age?” If you would like to 
have a printed copy of any of these 
articles, and do not have the means to 
print them from our website, contact 
us to request a printed copy.

(5) Can one, after making a profes‐
sion of faith in Christ, and receiving 
the Holy Spirit, be disqualified from 
salvation?

Some have taught the doctrine of “on‐

ce saved always saved.” The idea is 
that once you have made a profession 
of faith in Christ, God is duty bound to 
save you. You cannot “do” anything 
beyond professing faith in Christ to af‐
fect your salvation, because that 
would allegedly be “salvation by 
works.”

The other side of the coin is that you 
cannot “do” anything to endanger your 
salvation, either. You might bring tem‐
poral wrath upon yourself by sinning 
after conversion, but you cannot lose 
your salvation, it is claimed.

Of many who have taught and conti‐
nue to teach this doctrine, one is a ve‐
ry popular, influential preacher with a 
worldwide audience, and who has be‐
en president of one of the largest Pro‐
testant denominations in the United 
States. He has made the following 
statements:

“Eternal security [another name for the 
once saved always saved doctrine] is 
the work of God in Christ that guaran‐
tees that the gift of salvation once re‐
ceived by faith is possessed forever 
and cannot be lost.”

“Salvation is neither achieved nor 
maintained by anything we do, and it 
cannot be lost if we sin” (“Your Con‐
victions About Eternal Security,” 
Charles Stanley, www.intouch.org, re‐
trieved 3-3-18).

Elsewhere it is stated by the same au‐
thor: "The Bible clearly teaches that 
God's love for His people is of such 
magnitude that even those who walk 
away from the faith have not the sligh‐
test chance of slipping from His 
hand." (cited www.evangelicaloutre‐
ach.org/charles-stanley.htm, also 
faithalone.org/magazine/
y1993/93may5.html).

“God does not require a constant atti‐
tude of faith in order to be saved – on‐
ly an act of faith" (faithalone.org/



3

magazine/y1993/93may5.html, p. 80).

Further down on the same page, 
Stanley also writes: "You and I are not 
saved because we have an enduring 
faith. We are saved because at a mo‐
ment in time we expressed faith in our 
enduring Lord."

Does the Bible teach, in actual fact, 
that once you have made a profession 
of faith in Christ you are given salvati‐
on unconditionally, and cannot lose it?

One of the Scriptures used to support 
such doctrine is John 10:28: "And I gi‐
ve them eternal life, and they shall ne‐
ver perish; neither shall anyone 
snatch them out of My hand.” But noti‐
ce the context: "My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they fol‐
low Me” (John 10:27).

“Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; Let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker. For He is our God, And we 
are the people of His pasture, And the 
sheep of His hand. Today, if you will 
hear His voice: ‘Do not harden your 
hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the 
day of trial in the wilderness, When 
your fathers tested Me; They tried Me, 
though they saw My work. For forty 
years I was grieved with that generati‐
on, And said, “It is a people who go 
astray in their hearts, And they do not 
know My ways.” So I swore in My 
wrath, “They  shall  not  enter  My 
rest.”'" (Psalm 95:6-11).

Paul, in the book of Hebrews, quoted 
this very Psalm 95 in part:

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any 
of you an evil  heart  of  unbelief  in 
departing  from  the  living  God; but 
exhort one another daily, while it is 
called ‘Today,’ lest any of you be har‐
dened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. For we have become partakers of 
Christ if  we  hold  the  beginning  of 
our  confidence  steadfast  to  the 
end, while it is said: ‘Today, if you will 

hear His voice, Do not harden your 
hearts as in the rebellion.’ For who, 
having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it 
not all who came out of Egypt, led by 
Moses? Now with whom was He an‐
gry forty years? Was it not with those 
who sinned, whose corpses fell in the 
wilderness?   And to  whom  did  He 
swear that they would not enter His 
rest,  but  to  those  who  did  not 
obey? So we see that they could not 
enter in because of unbelief” (He‐
brews 3:12-19).

“Let us therefore be diligent to enter 
that rest, lest  anyone  fall  according 
to  the  same  example  of  disobe‐
dience” (Hebrews 4:11).

“Sheep” who don't follow Christ can be 
lost, and can be devoured.

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. Resist him, steadfast  in  the 
faith...” (1 Peter 5:8-9).

Jesus said, "If  you  abide  in  My 
word,  you  are  My  disciples  inde‐
ed” (John 8:31). 

Jesus also said to his disciples, "I am 
the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 
much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing. If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is cast out as a branch and is 
withered; and they gather them and 
throw them into the fire, and they are 
burned. If  you  abide  in Me,  and My 
words  abide  in  you, you will ask 
what you desire, and it shall be done 
for you. By this My Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit; so you will be 
My disciples. As the Father loved Me, 
I also have loved you; abide in My 
love. If  you  keep  My  com‐
mandments,  you  will  abide  in  My 
love, just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His 
love” (John  15: 5-10).

Paul wrote that a member of the 
Church who is blatantly living in sin is 
to be separated from the congregati‐
on, that the member may be discipli‐
ned, with the hope that he or she will 
repent: “I wrote to you in my epistle 
not to keep company with sexually im‐
moral people. Yet I certainly did not 
mean with the sexually immoral peo‐
ple of this world, or with the covetous, 
or extortioners, or idolaters, since then 
you would need to go out of the world. 
But now I have written to you not to 
keep company with anyone named 
a brother, who is sexually immoral, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or 
a drunkard, or an extortioner – not 
even to eat with such a person. For 
what have I to do with judging those 
also who are outside? Do you not jud‐
ge those who are inside? But those 
who are outside God judges. Therefo‐
re ‘put away from yourselves the evil 
person’" (1 Corinthians 5:9-13).

God warns us that in judgment he is 
no respecter of persons. God sent 
Ezekiel the prophet to tell his people 
how God would judge them: "O son of 
man, say to the house of Israel: `Thus 
you say, "If our transgressions and our 
sins lie upon us, and we pine away in 
them, how can we then live?"' Say to 
them: ‘As I live, “says the Lord God,” `I 
have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn 
from  his  way  and  live.  Turn,  turn 
from  your  evil  ways!  For  why 
should you die, O house of Israel?' 
Therefore you, O son of man, say to 
the children of your people: `The righ‐
teousness of the righteous man shall 
not deliver him in the day of his trans‐
gression; as for the wickedness of the 
wicked, he shall not fall because of it 
in the day that he turns from his wi‐
ckedness; nor shall the righteous be 
able to live because of his righteous‐
ness in the day that he sins.' When  I 
say  to  the  righteous  that  he  shall 
surely live, but he trusts in his own 
righteousness  and  commits  iniqui‐
ty,  none  of  his  righteous  works 
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shall  be  remembered; but because 
of the iniquity that he has committed, 
he shall die. Again, when I say to the 
wicked,  `You shall  surely die,'  if he 
turns from his sin and does what is 
lawful and right, if the wicked resto‐
res  the pledge, gives back what he 
has  stolen,  and walks  in  the  statu‐
tes  of  life  without  committing  in‐
iquity, he shall  surely  live; he shall 
not die. None of his  sins which he 
has  committed  shall  be  remembe‐
red against him; he has done what 
is  lawful  and  right;  he  shall  surely 
live. Yet the children of your people 
say, `The way of the Lord is not fair.' 
But it is their way which is not fair! 
When  the  righteous  turns  from his 
righteousness  and  commits  iniqui‐
ty,  he  shall  die  because  of  it.  But 
when the wicked turns from his wi‐
ckedness  and  does  what  is  lawful 
and  right,  he  shall  live  because  of 
it. Yet you say, `The way of the Lord is 
not fair.' O house of Israel, I will judge 
every  one  of  you  according  to  his 
own ways" (Ezekiel 33:10-20).

Granted this prophecy in Ezekiel is 
speaking directly of physical death as 
God’s punishment for rebellion against 
his commandments under the Old Co‐
venant. But it goes beyond that. The 
same principle applies in the New Co‐
venant, and the punishment of the 
“second death,” from which there will 
be no resurrection (cf. Revelation 
2:11; 20:14-15). "But the cowardly, un‐
believing, abominable, murderers, se‐
xually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars shall have their part in the 
lake which burns with fire and brimsto‐
ne, which is the second death" (Re‐
velation 21:8).

"And do not fear those who kill  the 
body but cannot kill [or destroy] the 
soul [life]. But rather fear Him who is 
able to destroy both soul and body 
in  hell [Gehenna, the lake of fi‐
re]” (Matthew 10:28). Only God has 
the authority to make a complete and 
permanent end of life for human 

beings. “...there is no God besides 
Me; I kill and I make alive; I wound 
and I heal; Nor is there any who can 
deliver from My hand” (Deuteronomy 
32:39; see our articles “The Truth 
About Hell,” and “What Is Death?” for 
further explanation).

The Apostle Paul wrote, “But I discipli‐
ne my body and bring it into subjecti‐
on, lest, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should become dis‐
qualified” (1 Corinthians 9: 27).

“And you, who once were alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now He has reconciled in 
the body of His flesh through death, to 
present you holy, and blameless, and 
above reproach in His sight – if  inde‐
ed you continue  in  the  faith, groun‐
ded and steadfast, and are not 
moved away from the hope of the 
gospel which you heard, which was 
preached to every creature under 
heaven, of which I, Paul, became a 
minister” (Colossians 1: 21-23).

The Church is warned, “But there we‐
re also false prophets among the peo‐
ple, even as there will be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly 
bring in destructive heresies, even de‐
nying the Lord who bought them, and 
bring on themselves swift destructi‐
on” (II Peter 2:1-2).

And continuing: “They have forsaken 
the  right way and gone astray, follo‐
wing the way of Balaam the son of 
Beor, who loved the wages of unrigh‐
teousness; but he was rebuked for his 
iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with 
a man's voice restrained the madness 
of the prophet. These are wells wi‐
thout water, clouds carried by a tem‐
pest, for  whom  is  reserved  the 
blackness  of  darkness  forever. For 
when they speak great swelling words 
of emptiness, they allure through the 
lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, 
the  ones  who  have  actually 
escaped  from  those who  live  in er‐

ror. While they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are slaves of corrup‐
tion; for by whom a person is overco‐
me, by him also he is brought into 
bondage. For if, after  they  have 
escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and overco‐
me, the latter end is worse for them 
than the beginning. For it would have 
been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than 
having known it, to turn from the ho‐
ly  commandment delivered to them. 
But it has happened to them accor‐
ding to the true proverb: ‘A dog returns 
to his own vomit,’ and, ‘a sow, having 
washed, to her wallowing in the mi‐
re’" (II Peter 2:15-22).

“Therefore, beloved, looking forward 
to these things, be diligent to be found 
by Him in peace, without spot and bla‐
meless; and consider that the longsuf‐
fering of our Lord is salvation – as 
also our beloved brother Paul, accor‐
ding to the wisdom given to him, has 
written to you, as also in all his epist‐
les, speaking in them of these things, 
in which are some things hard to un‐
derstand, which untaught and unsta‐
ble people twist to their own 
destruction, as they do also the rest of 
the Scriptures. You therefore, beloved, 
since you know this beforehand, be‐
ware  lest  you  also  fall  from  your 
own steadfastness, being  led away 
with the error of the wicked” (II Pe‐
ter 3:14-17).

"And to the angel of the church in Sar‐
dis write, ‘These things says He who 
has the seven Spirits of God and the 
seven stars: "I know your works, that 
you have a name that you are alive, 
but you are dead. Be watchful, and 
strengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die, for I  have  not 
found  your  works  perfect  before 
God. Remember therefore how you 
have received and heard; hold  fast 
and  repent. Therefore if you will not 
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watch, I will come upon you as a thief, 
and you will not know what hour I will 
come upon you. You have a few na‐
mes even in Sardis who have not defi‐
led their garments; and they shall walk 
with Me in white, for they are worthy. 
He who  overcomes shall be clothed 
in white garments, and I will not blot 
out his name from the Book of Life; 
but I will confess his name before My 
Father and before His angels”’” (Re‐
velation 3:1-5).

"Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fi‐
re. Therefore by  their  fruits you will 
know  them. Not everyone who says 
to Me, `Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of My Father in heaven. Ma‐
ny will say to Me in that day, `Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your na‐
me?' And then I will declare to them, `I 
never knew you; depart  from  Me, 
you  who  practice  lawlessness!' 
Therefore whoever hears these say‐
ings of Mine, and does them, I will li‐
ken him to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock: and the rain de‐
scended, the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house; 
and it did not fall, for it was founded on 
the rock. But everyone who hears the‐
se sayings of Mine, and does not do 
them, will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on the sand: and the 
rain descended, the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat on that hou‐
se; and it fell. And great was its 
fall" (Matthew 7:19-27).

“... do you despise the riches of His 
goodness, forbearance, and longsuf‐
fering, not knowing that the goodness 
of God leads you to repentance? But 
in accordance with your hardness and 
your impenitent heart you are treasu‐
ring up for yourself wrath  in  the day 
of wrath and revelation of  the righ‐
teous  judgment  of  God,  who  ‘will 
render to each one according to his 

deeds’:  eternal  life to those who by 
patient  continuance  in  doing  good 
seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 
but to those who are self-seeking and 
do not obey the truth, but obey un‐
righteousness  –  indignation  and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish, on 
every soul of man who does evil, of 
the Jew first and also of the Greek; but 
glory, honor, and peace to everyone 
who works what is good, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. For  there 
is  no  partiality  with  God” (Romans 
2:4-11).

We are warned, “For if we sin willfully 
after we have received the [full] know‐
ledge of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a 
certain fearful expectation of judg‐
ment, and fiery indignation which will 
devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 
10:26-27). Or, as in the Weymouth 
translation of the New Testament: “For 
if we wilfully persist in sin after having 
received the full knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains in re‐
serve any other sacrifice for sins. The‐
re remains nothing but a certain awful 
expectation of judgement, and the fury 
of a fire which before long will devour 
the enemies of the truth” (Hebrews 
10:26-27).

Those who will be with Christ after his 
coming are “called, chosen, and 
faithful" (Revelation 17:14).

The above are just some of the Scrip‐
tures that belie the “Once Saved Al‐
ways Saved” doctrine, also called the 
“Eternal Security” doctrine.

It may seem easier and is certainly 
more popular to tell people that they 
can willfully sin with impunity if they 
have once professed faith in Christ. 
And perhaps it may cause some who 
lack understanding to feel more secu‐
re. But if so, it is a false  security. I 
would do you no service to tell you 
otherwise.

Yes, even faithful Christians sin on oc‐
casion. There are notable examples of 
such in the Bible, including such peo‐
ple of faith as Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, 
Moses, David, Peter, as well as 
others. Overcoming human nature is a 
constant challenge every Christian 
must face throughout this lifetime. But 
when one does sin out of the weak‐
ness of the flesh, he should immedia‐
tely repent. “He who covers his sins 
will not prosper, But whoever confes‐
ses  and  forsakes  them will have 
mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).

No one, however, regardless of what 
the person professes, can become or 
remain a true Christian if he or she 
deliberately continues to live a life of 
sin, or disregard for the com‐
mandments of God.

The Apostle John wrote: “Little child‐
ren, let no one deceive you. He who 
practices  righteousness is righ‐
teous, just as He is righteous” (I John 
3:7). As A. T. Robertson explains in 
Word Pictures  in  the New Testament, 
the meaning of the Greek translated in 
the New King James version “He who 
practices righteousness” is “He that 
keeps on doing righteousness.”

John went on to write, “He who sins is 
of the devil, for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning. For this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested, that 
He might destroy the works of the 
devil” (I John 3:8). As Robertson ex‐
plains, “He who sins,” according to the 
Greek text means “’He that keeps on 
doing sin’ (the habit of sin).” Robert‐
son comments, “When one acts like 
the devil he shows that he is not a true 
child of God” from a spiritual stand‐
point.

(6) Are those who do not attain sal‐
vation in this age eternally condem‐
ned?

The true biblical answer to this questi‐
on is not at all what most professing 
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Christian churches have taught. We 
have published on our website, cog‐
messenger.org, an article covering 
this question titled: “Are the 'Lost' Pre‐
destined to Hell?” It is reprinted in this 
edition of Messenger magazine.

Another important question relating to 
salvation is:

(7) Who qualifies you for salvation?

None of us can qualify himself for sal‐
vation. We do not become qualified for 
salvation because we are better than 
other people or because we deserve 
it, or because of our own righteous‐
ness. We are all sinners, and are just‐
ly worthy of death.

“For all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

“For the wages of sin is death” (Ro‐
mans 6:23).

“Are we better than they? Not at all. 
For we have previously charged both 
Jews and Greeks that they are all un‐
der sin. As it is written: ‘There is none 
righteous, no, not one’” (Romans 3:9-
10).

So then, if we are justly condemned 
as sinners, who can qualify us for sal‐
vation? I remember years ago, it was 
a common idea within the Church of 
God fellowship that I belonged to at 
the time, that we had to “qualify for 
salvation.”

Now there are certain things we must 
do, if we are to be granted salvation. 
And we will discuss these things befo‐
re the end of this series of articles. But 
nothing we do, of itself, could ever 
qualify us for salvation. You should 
never think that you can ever, of your 
own goodness and righteousness, 
qualify yourself for salvation.

Your deeds can disqualify you for 
salvation, but of themselves they can 
never qualify you.

“But I discipline my body and bring it 
into subjection, lest, when I have pre‐
ached to others, I myself should beco‐
me disqualified” (I Corinthians 9:27).

“Examine yourselves as to whether 
you are in the faith. Test yourselves. 
Do you not know yourselves, that Je‐
sus Christ is in you? – unless indeed 
you are disqualified” (II Corinthians 
13:5).

Only God can qualify us for salvati‐
on. Paul, writing to the Church in Co‐
losse (also spelled Colossae), said he 
prayed:

“...that you may walk worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful 
in every good work and increasing in 
the knowledge of God; strengthened 
with all might, according to His glo‐
rious power, for all patience and 
longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to 
the Father who has qualified us [or 
who  qualifies  us] to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in the 
light. He has delivered [or delivers] us 
from the power of darkness and con‐
veyed [or conveys] us into the king‐
dom of the Son of His love, in whom 
we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Colos‐
sians 1:10-14).

Notice that Paul in his statement did 
not leave out the necessity of walking 
in a worthy manner, nor did he leave 
out being fruitful in good works, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. 
Although these things are necessary 
for a Christian, what qualifies us for 
salvation in the first place is God forgi‐
ving us of our sins, and redeeming us 
by the blood of Jesus Christ, which 
pays the penalty for our sins, so that 
we may be justly forgiven.

We are powerless to qualify ourselves 
for salvation. We could live what some 
might call a “good life,” do all sorts of 
good works, etc., but none of that 

would qualify us for salvation, becau‐
se we would still be under the con‐
demnation of the death penalty for the 
sins we have committed, without God 
acting to forgive us, to justify us, to 
sanctify us, to qualify us for salvation.

So it is God who qualifies us for salva‐
tion, not we ourselves. But having be‐
en qualified, we must remain qualified, 
as we will see. There is an initial stage 
of salvation, where we stand before 
God as cleansed, and no longer guilty 
in his eyes. But salvation is also a pro‐
cess, that has multiple stages, or 
steps.

What are the steps, exactly how does 
the process work? So we come again 
to the question: What is the path of 
salvation? And we plan to cover that 
final question in the next and final ar‐
ticle in our series, “The Path to Salva‐
tion.”

What Happens 
To Those Who 
Die as Infants?

by Rod Reynolds

A question that has often been as‐
ked  among  professing  Christians 
is:  “What  happens  to  those  who 
die as infants?” Often, among pro‐
fessing Christians, the question is 
do they “go to heaven or to hell?” 
What  does  the  Bible  itself  teach 
about  the  salvation  or  damnation 
of  those who die  as  infants,  or  in 
childhood? What about those who 
are aborted, or stillborn?

The death of infants, stillborn or abor‐
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ted children, has been commonplace 
throughout most of recorded history. 
Fathers and mothers not uncommonly 
grieve deeply over such deaths. And, if 
they profess Christianity, may wonder 
about the fate of such children in 
terms of eternal salvation or damnati‐
on.

On the other hand, human sacrifice, 
and especially the sacrifice of infants 
or children, has been commonplace 
among various heathen nations, from 
early historical times.

Among those who practiced human 
sacrifice in ancient times were the 
Greeks and Romans, as well as the 
Phoenicians and Canaanites. The Ro‐
mans ostensibly banned human sacri‐
fice in 97 B.C. Nevertheless, the 
Romans continued to hold gladiatorial 
games for entertainment, and in part, 
as religious ritual. Gladiatorial and 
other brutal games in the Roman Co‐
losseum commonly ended in the 
deaths of combatants.

“The welter of blood in gladiatorial and 
wild-beast shows, the squeals and 
smell of the human victims and of 
slaughtered animals.... For... Ro‐
mans... [were] associated with reli‐
gious sacrifice” (“Murderous Games: 
Gladiatorial Contests in Ancient Ro‐
me,” Keith Hopkins, History Today, Ju‐
ne, 1983)

Greek and Roman writers documented 
the practice of the Carthaginians who 
sacrificed infants to appease their 
gods. 

“For example, the 3d-century B.C. 
Greek author Kleitarchos [often spel‐
led Cleitarchus] is credited with the fol‐
lowing report from Carthage, in which 
the author refers to the the Greek 
equivalent of the Carthaginian god 
Ba'al Hammon: 

“'Out of reverence for Kronos the 
Phoenicians, and especially the Car‐

thaginians, whenever they seek to ob‐
tain some great favor, vow one of their 
children, burning it as a sacrifice to the 
deity, if they are especially eager to 
gain success. There stands in their 
midst a bronze statue of Kronos, its 
hands extended over a bronze brazier, 
the flames of which engulf the child. 
When the flames fall upon the body, 
the limbs contract and the open mouth 
seems almost to be laughing, until the 
body slips quietly into the brazi‐
er.''' (”Relics of Carthage Show Brutali‐
ty Amid the Good Life,” New  York 
Times, September 1, 1987, nyti‐
mes.com).

Some scholars in recent decades be‐
gan to claim that the Greek and Ro‐
man accounts of child sacrifice among 
the Carthaginians were just propagan‐
da, and myth. However a group of Pu‐
nic historians and archaeologists 
recently did a comprehensive study of 
the evidence of child sacrifice in an‐
cient Carthage. Their conclusion is 
that, “...literary, epigraphical, archaeo‐
logical and historical evidence ...con‐
firms the Greek and Roman account of 
events...,” relating to child sacrifice 
among the Carthaginians. (“Carthagi‐
nians really did sacrifice their child‐
ren,” www.ox.ac.uk, 1-23-2014, 
retrieved 2-16-2018.

When God brought the Israelites into 
the land of their inheritance, he gave 
them the following instructions:

"When the Lord your God cuts off from 
before you the nations which you go to 
dispossess, and you displace them 
and dwell in their land, take heed to 
yourself that you are not ensnared to 
follow them, after they are destroyed 
from before you, and that you do not 
inquire after their gods, saying, 'How 
did these nations serve their gods? I 
also will do likewise.' You shall not 
worship the Lord your God in that way; 
for every abomination to the Lord 
which He hates they have done to 
their gods; for they  burn  even  their 

sons  and  daughters  in  the  fire  to 
their gods” (Deuteronomy 12:29-31).

Yet, both Israel and Judah disobeyed 
this command, and turned to human 
sacrifice, offering their children as 
burnt offerings to their false gods. "'For 
the children of Judah have done evil in 
My sight,' says the Lord. 'They have 
set their abominations in the house 
which is called by My name, to pollute 
it. And they have built the high places 
of Tophet, which is in the Valley of the 
Son of Hinnom, to burn  their  sons 
and  their  daughters  in  the  fire, 
which I did not command, nor did it co‐
me into My heart'” (Jeremiah 7:30-31).

Traditional Catholic View

From the second century A.D. to to the 
Reformation, what became the Catho‐
lic Church dominated professing 
Christianity in terms of numbers and 
influence. There were various groups 
of Christians who opposed Roman 
Catholic teachings and practices 
throughout this period, but they were 
suppressed and persecuted by the 
powerful Roman Church.

In a report of an International Theolo‐
gical Commission concerning “The 
Hope of Salvation For Infants Who Die 
Without Being Baptised,” published by 
the Vatican in 2007, the Catholic 
Church admits that there was little dis‐
cussion in the literature of the Greek 
speaking Church on the fate of infants 
who died, but in the few instances 
where it was discussed the conclusion 
was that people dying in infancy were 
not punished by being sent to hell, or 
that their judgment is not revealed in 
Scripture.

In the fifth century A.D. a monk and 
theologian named Palagius taught 
against the concept of “original sin” 
being promoted by the influential Ca‐
tholic theologian Augustine. He taught 
that children do not inherit the sin of 
their fathers and God does not punish 
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children for the sins of their fathers.

Augustine responded by writing rebut‐
tals in which he defended the doctrine 
of “original sin,” and the necessity of 
infant baptism. The idea espoused by 
Augustine is that humans born after 
Adam inherit guilt for his sin, and are 
subject to punishment for that guilt un‐
less absolved of the guilt of “original 
sin” through baptism.

“St. Augustine and many early fathers 
held that unbaptized infants go to 
Hell.... Thus, the Ecumenical Council 
of Florence [418 A.D.] declared: 'The 
souls of those who die in actual mortal 
sin, or only in Original Sin, immediate‐
ly descend into Hell' (Denz. 693). This 
is also the explicit teaching of the 
Council of Lyons II [1274 A.D.] (Denz. 
464)” (“The Fate of Unbaptized Infants 
In Light of the Universal Necessity of 
Baptism,“ catholicism.org, 4-25-2005, 
retrieved 2-16-2018; “Denz.” as used 
in this quotation refers to Sources  of 
Catholic  Dogma, by Heinrich Denzin‐
ger, which traces the development of 
Catholic doctrine from early times, 
with quotations from various sources). 
The doctrine described in the quotati‐
on was affirmed by other councils.

Augustine taught that infants who die 
without baptism suffer lesser punish‐
ment than others, but are neverthe‐
less in hell. Fulgentius, a Roman 
Catholic Bishop of the fifth and sixth 
century, wrote: A soul “...that ...has 
lived in the body for the space of one 
day or one hour, it is necessary that it 
suffer with that same body the endless 
punishments of Hell, where the devil 
with his angles will burn forever. [...] 
Hold most firmly and never doubt that, 
not only adults with the use of reason 
but also children who either begin to 
live in the womb of their mothers and 
who die there or, already born from 
their mothers, pass from this world wi‐
thout the sacrament of holy baptism, 
must be punished with the endless 
penalty of eternal fire. Even if they ha‐
ve no sin from their actions, still, by 

their carnal conception and birth, they 
have contracted the damnation of ori‐
ginal sin.” (To Peter on the Faith,   36, 
70; cited in “That Unbaptised Infants 
Have the Punishment of Fire and That 
Limbo is a Heretical Pelagian Fable;” 
romancatholicism.org; preserved at 
archive.org; retrieved 2-16-2018).

The sixth century Pope Gregory I as‐
serted “...that God condemns even 
those with only original sin on their 
souls; even infants who have never 
sinned by their own will must go to 
'everlasting torments'” (cited in “THE 
HOPE OF SALVATION FOR INFANTS 
WHO DIE WITHOUT BEING BAPTI‐
SED,” ¶ 20, vatican.va; retrieved 2-16-
2018).

In reality God uses infants and little 
children as a metaphor for innocence. 

“At that time the disciples came to Je‐
sus, saying, 'Who then is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?' Then Jesus 
called a little child to Him, set him in 
the midst of them, and said, 'Assured‐
ly, I say to you, unless you are conver‐
ted and become  as  little  children, 
you will by no means enter the king‐
dom of heaven'” (Matthew 18:1-3).

The carnal, reprobate Israelites rejec‐
ted God's ways and were rejected of 
him (Jeremiah 6:19, 30; Hosea 9:17). 
In their rebellion against God's explicit 
commands, the Israelites, “...mingled 
with the Gentiles And learned their 
works; They served their idols, Which 
became a snare to them. They even 
sacrificed their sons And their daugh‐
ters to demons, And shed  innocent 
blood, The blood of  their sons and 
daughters, Whom they sacrificed to 
the idols of Canaan; And the land was 
polluted with blood” (Psalm 106:35-38; 
cf. Jeremiah 7:31; 19:1-6).

In effect, the Church which claimed to 
represent God, through their doctrine 
of infant damnation, was accusing 
God of wantonly casting innocent 
children into “hell,” not just to be bur‐

ned up in a brief span of time, as in 
the child sacrifices God condemned, 
but to be tormented forever in a 
cauldron of fire.

Later the idea of “Limbo,” as a com‐
partment of hell where infants are sent 
for a lesser punishment, or by some 
accounts, no punishment, was devi‐
sed by Catholic theologians.

In recent years the Catholic Church 
has further softened its position on the 
question of infant damnation. In a do‐
cument I mentioned earlier published 
by the Vatican in 2007, it is stated that, 
“...we have sought to read the signs of 
the times and to interpret them in the 
light of the Gospel.” The document 
goes on to conclude that there are, 
“...strong grounds for hope that God 
will save infants when we have not 
been able to do for them what we 
would have wished to do, namely, to 
baptize them into the faith and life of 
the Church” (“THE HOPE OF SALVA‐
TION FOR INFANTS WHO DIE WI‐
THOUT BEING BAPTISED,” ¶ 103). 
They express a “hope” that God will 
save infants from hell, but there is no 
guarantee. There, “...are reasons for 
prayerful hope, rather than grounds 
for sure knowledge” (ibid., ¶ 102).

Some Catholics, still hold to the traditi‐
onal notions of Augustine and like-
minded Catholic leaders whose opini‐
ons on the subject held sway for 
several hundred years, and have con‐
tinued to hold sway to some extent 
until very recently. Still others go 
beyond the document referred to ear‐
lier and state flatly “that all prenatals, 
infants, and young children without 
exception are saved by Christ,” and 
that none is in any compartment of 
hell (“Catholic Teaching: Mystical Bap‐
tism and Limbo,” Ronald L. Conte Jr., 
www.catholicplanet.com, 10-24-2016; 
retrieved 2-15-2018).

Traditional Protestant View

Protestants generally did not accept 
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the idea of Limbo. But the prevailing 
idea remained for several centuries 
that unbaptized infants wound up in 
hell.

For example, John Calvin, one of the 
primary figures in the Reformation, 
wrote:

“Should all the sons of Adam come to 
dispute and contend with their Crea‐
tor, because by his eternal providence 
they were before their birth doomed 
to perpetual destruction” (Institutes  of 
the Christian Religion, Book 3, Chap‐
ter 23).

In the same chapter, Calvin wrote: 
"Now, since the arrangement of all 
things is in the hand of God, since to 
him belongs the disposal of life and 
death, he arranges all things by his 
sovereign counsel, in such a way that 
individuals  are  born,  who  are  doo‐
med  from  the  womb  to  certain 
death,  and  are  to  glorify  him  by 
their destruction."

Also in the same chapter: "I again ask 
how it is that the fall of Adam involves 
so  many  nations  with  their  infant 
children in eternal death without re‐
medy unless that it so seemed meet 
to God? Here the most loquacious 
tongues must be dumb. The decree, I 
admit,  is, dreadful; and yet  it  is  im‐
possible to deny that God foreknew 
what the end of man was to be be‐
fore  he  made  him,  and  foreknew, 
because he had so ordained by his 
decree."

“...even  infants bring  their condem‐
nation  with  them  from  their  mo‐
ther’s womb; for although they have 
not yet brought forth the fruits of their 
unrighteousness, they  have  its  seed 
included  in  them. Nay, their  whole 
nature  is, as  it were, a seed of sin, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  but  be 
odious  and  abominable  to 
God.” (Institutes, Book 4, chapter 15, 
paragraph 10).

“...infants who are to be saved (and 
that some  are  saved  at  this  age  is 
certain) must, without question, be 
previously regenerated by the Lord. 
For if they bring innate corruption with 
them from their mother’s womb, they 
must be purified before they can be 
admitted into the kingdom of God, into 
which shall not enter anything that de‐
fileth (Rev. 21:27). If they are born sin‐
ners, as David and Paul affirm, they 
must either remain unaccepted and 
hated by God, or be justified.” (Institu‐
tes, Book 4, chapter 16, paragraph 
17).

Calvinism and the previous teachings 
of the Catholic Church strongly affec‐
ted the direction of Protestantism in 
terms of its teachings concerning the 
fate of children who die. The prevailing 
traditional (or historical) teaching of 
Catholic and Protestant Christianity is 
that infants who die without being 
baptized are bound for hell.

There have been historically some 
sects and denominations that taught 
otherwise. For example, a confession 
of faith by British Baptists dating from 
1679 states: "We do believe, that all 
little Children dying in their Infancy, 
(viz.) before they are capable to chuse 
either Good or Evil, whether born of 
Believing Parents, or Unbelieving Pa‐
rents, shall be saved by the Grace of 
God, and Merit of Christ their Redee‐
mer, and Work of the Holy Ghost, and 
so being made Members of the Invisi‐
ble Church, shall injoy Life everlasting; 
for our Lord Jesus saith, of such be‐
longs the Kingdom of Heaven. Ergo, 
We conclude, that that opinion is false, 
which saith, That those little Infants 
dying before Baptism, are 
damned" (Article XLIV, “Of Children 
dying in Infancy”; original spelling).

However, for about 300 to 350 years 
such sentiments were in the minority 
within Protestant Christianity. Around 
the beginning of the 19th century, ho‐

wever, Protestant Churches began 
modifying their teachings regarding 
the damnation of unbaptized infants. 
Today, the majority of Protestant Chur‐
ches teach that infants who die are 
not subject to punishment in hell. The 
prevailing idea is that they go to hea‐
ven, instead.

So what is the basis for the view that 
unbaptized infants are denied salvati‐
on and sent to hell, that prevailed in 
professing Christianity for well over a 
thousand years?

First, is the idea of Original Sin. This is 
the doctrine that the guilt of Adam's 
sin devolves upon all human beings 
born after Adam's sin.

Second, that the soul is immortal. This 
is the idea that when someone dies, 
he or she doesn't really die, but his or 
her “soul” continues to live a cons‐
cious existence apart from the body, 
and that it is either heaven, or hell, or 
in Catholic religion, purgatory, to which 
the soul migrates upon death.

Third, that this is the only day of sal‐
vation. When someone dies his or her 
judgment is sealed, and there is no 
further opportunity for salvation.

Fourth, that there is an ever burning 
hell, to which sinners are consigned 
upon death, and where they will be 
tortured forever, that is, for eternity; or 
at least be cut off from God, if not tor‐
tured.

Fifth, that heaven is the reward of the 
saved, and all who have been absol‐
ved of sin migrate to heaven at the 
time of death to be in the presence of 
God. In the Catholic scheme there is 
also purgatory where many go to be 
purged before being admitted to hea‐
ven. But the idea of purgatory is pure‐
ly speculative and has no basis in 
Scripture.

It is these five doctrines, all of them 
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false, that have led professing Christi‐
anity into such confusion, contradicti‐
on, and even blasphemy, concerning 
the fate of innocent children who die.

What Does the Bible Teach?

What does the Bible teach about “ori‐
ginal sin”? The primary Scripture used 
to justify the “original sin” teaching that 
all humans bear the guilt of Adam's sin 
at birth is Romans 5:12: “Therefore, 
just as through one man sin entered 
the world, and death through sin, and 
thus death spread to all men, because 
all sinned.”

There is nothing in this Scripture, ho‐
wever, or any Scripture that says new‐
born infants are guilty because of 
Adam's sin. It doesn't say Adam's 
guilt spread to all men, it says death 
spread to all men.

The chapter goes on to say: “Nevert‐
heless death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over  those  who  had 
not  sinned  according  to  the  liken‐
ess  of  the  transgression  of Adam, 
who is a type of Him who was to co‐
me” (Romans 5:14).

The effect of Adam's sin is that he and 
his progeny were made subject to 
death. All humans who have lived to 
be old enough to choose to disobey a 
law of God, have done so, with the ex‐
ception of Jesus Christ. But not all ha‐
ve rebelled in the same way Adam 
did. Yet, even those who were gene‐
rally obedient to God have sinned, 
and they have been and are subject to 
death.

When Adam sinned the judgment was 
death, that he should return to  the 
dust whence he came. All mankind 
has been affected by that judgment. It 
is not the guilt that we have inherited, 
but the judgment of death, which is 
that we are mortal and as a result of 
our mortal nature we will die. That's 
actually the way Adam was created in 

the first place, but he could have been 
given eternal life had he obeyed God 
and eaten of the tree of life instead of 
the tree forbidden to him.

But even though we are subject to 
death, our judgment is not final. We 
still have access to eternal life through 
God's grace, just as Adam did. By 
yielding to God the death penalty for 
our sins can be removed, and we can 
have eternal life. And every human 
who has ever been or ever will be 
conceived will have the opportunity to 
receive the gift of eternal life.

Christ's death was an atonement for 
all mankind, so that all could have an 
opportunity to have eternal life: “My 
little children, these things I write to 
you, so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righ‐
teous. And He Himself is the propiti‐
ation for our sins, and not  for ours 
only  but  also  for  the  whole 
world” (1 John 2:1-2). “...where sin 
abounded, grace abounded much mo‐
re, so that as sin reigned in death, 
even so grace might reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5:20-
21).

The final judgment that awaits man‐
kind did not come when Adam sinned, 
and it does not affect us at birth. Our 
final judgment comes after death. 
“...as it is appointed for men to die on‐
ce, but after this the judgment” (He‐
brews 9:27).

The children of Adam are not held 
accountable for his sin, but for their 
own sins. "Fathers shall not be put to 
death for their children, nor shall the 
children be put to death for their fa‐
thers; a person shall be put to death 
for his own sin” (Deuteronomy 16:16).

The ultimate penalty for mankind is 
not the first death, but the second 
death, the death that will apply to the 

incorrigible following a future judg‐
ment. In due time, all will be given a 
chance to know God, and to repent. "It 
is written in the prophets, `And they 
shall all be taught by God.' Therefo‐
re everyone who has heard and lear‐
ned from the Father comes to 
Me” (John 6: 45).

Not all have as yet been taught by 
God, but when all is said and done, all 
will have been taught by God. Those 
taught by God in this age, and who 
have responded to his teaching, by 
living lives of repentance, faith and 
obedience, will be resurrected to im‐
mortality at the first resurrection. “For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
all shall be made alive. But each one 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
afterward those who are Christ's at 
His coming” (1 Corinthians 15: 22-23).

Others, not yet taught by God, or who‐
se teaching is incomplete, will be res‐
urrected later on, after the millennial 
rule of Jesus Christ. “Then I saw a 
great white throne and Him who sat 
on it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away. And there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is 
the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by 
the things which were written in the 
books. The sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, and Death and Hades [the 
grave] delivered up the dead who we‐
re in them. And they were judged, 
each one according to his works” (Re‐
velation 20:11-13).

Notice that in this resurrection the (for‐
merly) dead, not from an ever burning 
hell, but from the sea, and from their 
graves, etc., stand before God, and 
the books (the Bible) are opened. 
They are to be taught God's word. The 
Book of Life is opened, meaning they 
have an opportunity to receive the gift 
of eternal life. And then they are to be 
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judged according to their works after 
they have been taught and given an 
opportunity to repent. 

No one is going to be denied eternal 
life because of what Adam did, or 
what his or her parents did. Each one 
will be judged based on his or her wil‐
lingness to repent and live a life of 
repentance and obedience to God.

"'The soul who sins shall die. The son 
shall not bear the guilt of the father, 
nor the father bear the guilt of the son. 
The righteousness of the righteous 
shall be upon himself, and the wicked‐
ness of the wicked shall be upon him‐
self. But if a wicked man turns from all 
his sins which he has committed, 
keeps all My statutes, and does what 
is lawful and right, he shall surely live; 
he shall not die. None of the trans‐
gressions which he has committed 
shall be remembered against him; be‐
cause of the righteousness which he 
has done, he shall live. Do I have any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should 
die?' says the Lord God, 'and not that 
he should turn from his ways and 
live?'” (Ezekiel 18:20-23).

After the period of judgment following 
the second resurrection, all who have 
refused to be taught to the point of in‐
corrigibility will suffer the second 
death. “Then Death and Hades were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the se‐
cond death. And anyone not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast in‐
to the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14-
15).

What the Bible Teaches About “Im‐
mortal Soul”

The Bible does not teach that humans 
have an immortal soul. Without getting 
into all the details, which are covered 
in our article, “What Is Death?”, when 
a person dies, he has no conscious 
existence. 

According to Scripture, when one 

dies, “His breath goes forth, he returns 
to his earth. In that very day his 
thoughts perish.” (Psalm 146:4, ACV). 
“...the dead know nothing...” (Ecclesi‐
astes 9:5). “...there is no work or de‐
vice or knowledge or wisdom in the 
grave...” (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

When a person dies, he sleeps in his 
grave, so to speak, to be awakened at 
the time of his resurrection (Job 
14:10-15). He is not in a “hell” being 
tortured, nor is he in heaven. He is 
simply dead. The idea that infants go 
to heaven, inheriting eternal life at 
death, apart from faith in Christ, is no 
less a lie than is the idea that they go 
to hell to be tormented.

What the Bible Teaches About the 
“Only Day of Salvation”

“For He says: 'In an acceptable time I 
have heard you, And in the day of sal‐
vation I have helped you. Behold, now 
is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation'” (2 Corinthians 
6:2). But in the original Greek, there 
are no definite articles in this verse. 
Following is a more accurate translati‐
on of 1 Corinthians 6:2: “...for He 
saith, `In an acceptable time I did hear 
thee, and in a day of salvation I did 
help thee, lo, now is a well-accepted 
time; lo, now, a day of salvati‐
on'" (Young's Literal Translation). The 
Bible does not teach that the opportu‐
nity for salvation is limited to this pre‐
sent age.

The Bible does teach that all who die 
will be resurrected. “Do not marvel at 
this; for the hour is coming in which all 
who  are  in  the  graves will hear His 
voice and come forth--those who have 
done good, to the resurrection of life, 
and those who have done evil, to the 
resurrection of condemnation [judg‐
ment]” (John 5:28-29). The Greek 
word krisis in this case does not mean 
condemnation, but judgment, as it's 
translated in Green's Literal Translati‐
on and several other modern translati‐

ons.

Babies, infants, stillborn, aborted ba‐
bies, and others who have been de‐
nied the opportunity to live out their 
lives, be taught of God, repent of their 
sins, and receive the gift of eternal life 
in God's kingdom, will be given that 
opportunity in a future age. Most hu‐
man beings who are not in the first re‐
surrection will be in the second 
resurrection, and have an opportunity 
then to be taught what is right and be 
judged by their works in a future age. 
They will be taught who is the real 
God in the resurrection, and then they 
will be individually judged based on 
their response to having been taught 
the truth, with full access to the Holy 
Spirit.

If they repent, and learn to obey God, 
and most will, each one will be able to 
take his or her place in the eternal 
kingdom of God. Thus we can see 
that God is truly just and merciful, and 
that he is no respecter of persons. All 
human beings, in the final analysis, 
will have a full opportunity for salvati‐
on.

When you know the truth about this 
subject, you do not have to engage in 
mental gymnastics to make seem just 
what is unjust on its face. You don't 
have to imagine that there is another 
path to salvation other than faith in Je‐
sus Christ. And you can rest assured 
that God is just, that he is no respecter 
of persons, and that everyone will ha‐
ve ample opportunity for salvation, no 
matter the circumstances of his life in 
this age.
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Traditional  Christianity  has  taught 
that when one dies, whatever  judg‐
ment awaits him is made and that is 
final. Some have gone so  far  as  to 
teach that God chose and “predes‐
tined”  some  for  salvation  from  the 
beginning  of  time,  and  that  all 
others are destined for “hell.” Logi‐
cally,  this  would  mean many,  even 
the  vast  majority,  of  humanity  are 
“predestined” to be sent to hell  for 
eternity  (as hell  is often  imagined). 
Are  the  “lost” of  this  age predesti‐
ned to eternal torment in hell?

While some sects of traditional Christi‐
anity have taught the idea of “prede‐
stination” outlined above, others have 
taught that humans may choose freely 

whether or not to “accept Christ.” If 
one professes Christ in this world he 
is saved, is what many believe, even if 
the person did not reflect Christian 
values in how he lived his life. “Once 
saved, always saved,” is the way such 
belief is often described. It's also ter‐
med “salvation by faith alone.” Many 
believe in both of these concepts, but 
believing in “salvation by faith alone” 
does not necessarily imply belief in 
“once saved, always saved.”

Among Protestants, salvation is often 
viewed as being solely contingent on 
one making a profession of faith in Je‐
sus Christ. A commonly accepted be‐
lief warns that every person not 
making a profession of faith in Christ 

before dying will be cast into an ever 
burning hell and be eternally tortured. 
To avoid such a fate, readers are ad‐
monished, “Pray this prayer, and 
mean it with all your heart. 'Lord Je‐
sus, I know that I am a sinner, and un‐
less you save me I am lost forever. I 
thank you for dying for me at Calvary. I 
come to you now, Lord the best way I 
know how, and ask you to save me. I 
now receive you as my Savior. In Je‐
sus Christ Name, Amen' “ (“The Truth 
About Hell,” Terry Watkins, ww‐
w.av1611.org/hell.html, retrieved 1-15-
18). 

Some teach that besides a profession 
of faith, some sort of remorse for one's 
sins is also necessary, although salva‐

Are the 'Lost'

Predestined
 to Hell?

by Rod Reynolds
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tion does not require living in obe‐
dience to God's laws, because 
Christ's righteousness is imputed to 
us upon our profession of faith. Others 
teach that if one is truly among the 
“elect,” that will be evidenced to some 
degree or another in how he lives his 
life.

All of the doctrines outlined above ha‐
ve in common the idea that if salvation 
is not attained in this life, there is no 
further chance after death. When one 
dies, he either goes to heaven or hell, 
and there is no remediation, no further 
opportunity for salvation.

Eternal Life in Hell?

The traditional teaching of most pro‐
fessing Christian Churches with re‐
gard to the question at hand is 
summed up in statements such as the 
following: “Everyone lives forever in 
either heaven or hell” (“Eternal Life 
There’s More To It Than You Think,” 
www.awmi.net, retrieved 1-27-2018). 
Another writer, referring to the rich 
man in the parable in Luke 16, states, 
“...as will be the case for all the wi‐
cked, he went to eternal fire to be tor‐
mented” (“Party's Over,” 
www.eternallifeblog.com, retrieved 1-
27-2018). And another, concerning 
hell, “There will be no hope for those 
who go there, no reprieve. It will seem 
like an unending nightmare for them. 
After suffering 10,000 years, the lost 
will still have just as long to suffer in 
this horrible place!” (“Hell And Who 
Goes There,” www.evangelicaloutre‐
ach.org, retrieved 1-27-2018).

The famous preacher Charles Spur‐
geon said in a sermon where he spo‐
ke of the resurrection of the wicked, 
contending their souls, which he re‐
garded as “immortal,” would be reuni‐
ted with their bodies in the 
resurrection. Then, he asserted, the 
body of anyone deemed “wicked,” 
“...will burn for ever without being con‐
sumed... in actual flame.” According to 
Spurgeon, the body of one who is “wi‐

cked” will join the soul in torment. 
“...body and soul shall be together, 
each brimfull of pain, thy soul swea‐
ting in its inmost pore drops of blood, 
and thy body from head to foot suffu‐
sed with agony; conscience, judg‐
ment, memory, all tortured, but more
—thy head tormented with racking 
pains, thine eyes starting from their 
sockets with sights of blood and woe; 
thine ears tormented with 'Sullen mo‐
ans and hollow groans. And shrieks of 
tortured ghosts.' Thine heart beating 
high with fever; thy pulse rattling at an 
enormous rate in agony; thy limbs 
crackling like the martyrs in the fire, 
and yet unburnt; thyself, put in a ves‐
sel of hot oil, pained, yet coming out 
undestroyed; all thy veins becoming a 
road for the hot feet of pain to travel 
on; every nerve a string on which the 
devil shall ever play his diabolical tune 
of Hell's Unutterable Lament; thy soul 
for ever and ever aching, and thy body 
palpitating in unison with thy 
soul” (“The Resurrection of the Dead,” 
www.spurgeon.org, retrieved 1-27-
2018).

Catholic doctrine allows for an inter‐
mediate state after death, called “pur‐
gatory,” where those under 
“sanctifying grace” but not yet deemed 
worthy of ultimate salvation may be 
further purified before entering hea‐
ven. Some Protestants teach a similar 
doctrine.

Catholic theologians in the Middle 
Ages developed the concept of an‐
other place, actually a compartment of 
hell, called “limbo,” where unbaptized 
infants were sent, and where it was 
possible for them to experience happi‐
ness forever but without access to ulti‐
mate salvation (“Limbo,” Catholic 
Encyclopedia, www.newadvent.org, 
retrieved 1-15-18). The doctrine of 
“limbo” for infants was more or less 
abandoned by the Catholic Church in 
2007 (remaining as “a possible theolo‐
gical hypothesis”), and replaced by a 
statement that there is a hope that in‐
fants who have died without baptism 

might be saved by God since it was 
not possible to baptize them (“The Ho‐
pe of Salvation for Infants Who Die 
Without Being Baptised,” ¶ 103, ww‐
w.vatican.va, 4-19-2007, retrieved 2-
14-2018). The commission studying 
the question concluded that there, 
“...are reasons for prayerful hope, rat‐
her than grounds for sure knowled‐
ge” (ibid., ¶ 102). However, the 
traditional Catholic teaching declared 
at various councils is: "The souls of 
those who depart in mortal sin, or only 
in original sin, go down immediately 
into hell, to be visited, however, with 
unequal punishments" (“Hell,” Catholic 
Encyclopedia, www.newadvent.org, 
retrieved 1-15-18).

The Vast Majority Lost?

Any of these views leave the vast ma‐
jority of mankind of both past and pre‐
sent ages as being condemned to 
hell, with no chance of salvation 
beyond this life. The millions having 
lived and died without any appreciable 
knowledge of God, many having never 
heard of Jesus Christ, are doomed to 
continually enduring torturous punish‐
ment for eternity – as one being bur‐
ned by fire but never being consumed 
or dying as a result.

In the past couple of hundred years, 
the majority of Christian Churches ha‐
ve abandoned the doctrine of “infant 
damnation”. Nevertheless, it was 
taught for hundreds of years by most 
professing Christian Churches that 
even infants who have never sinned 
are punished, and for the most part 
left without any hope of salvation (cf. 
On the History of the Dogma of Infant 
Damnation, William B. Hayden, 1858).

Is this really what the Bible teaches? 
Would a truly just God create billions 
of human beings, leave the majority 
ignorant of the only means of salvati‐
on, and consign them to such a punis‐
hment? Would he punish with eternal 
damnation even the innocent?
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The good news is: “NO!” Astonishing 
as it may seem, given pervasive false 
teachings, the Bible does not  teach 
that  the  ultimate  fate  of  every  hu‐
man  is  sealed  at  the  time  of  his 
death in this present age.

The truth about this matter is reflected 
in many Scriptures, and is pictured by 
a little known feast, an annual Sab‐
bath, that God commanded to be kept. 
The festival is associated with the 
Feast of Tabernacles, although techni‐
cally it is a separate feast, sometimes 
referred to as the Last Great Day (Le‐
viticus 23:36; John 7:37). God is both 
far more just and far more merciful 
than he is commonly portrayed by tho‐
se who claim to represent him. God's 
purpose for mankind is far more inclu‐
sive than many have imagined, and it 
will be accomplished.

Paul wrote, “But God demonstrates 
his own love for us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8). But does God love 
only a relatively few sinners? Did he 
die for only a relatively small segment 
of mankind? Or did he die for all sin‐
ners? 

"For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16). “My little children, these things I 
write to you, so that you may not sin. 
And if anyone sins, we have an Advo‐
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. And He Himself is the pro‐
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only  but  also  for  the  whole 
world” (1 John 2:1-2; “propitiation,” 
ἱλασμός [hilasmós], atonement, or 
means of reconciliation). So it's clear 
that the purpose of Jesus' death was 
to make possible reconciliation to God 
for the whole world, not just a small 
segment of it.

The Bible clearly teaches that it is only 
through Jesus Christ that salvation is 

possible. Speaking of Jesus Christ, 
Scripture says, "Nor is there salvation 
in any other, for there is no other na‐
me under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved" (Acts 
4:12).

Paul wrote, “...if you confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God has raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For 
with the heart one believes unto righ‐
teousness, and with the mouth con‐
fession is made unto 
salvation” (Romans 10:9-10). But 
then, "...whoever calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. How then 
shall they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall they 
believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard?” (Romans 10:13-14).

But what if large portions, if not the 
majority, of the world's population in 
some historical periods have or have 
had little or no real possibility of gai‐
ning access to the redemption made 
possible through the blood of Christ, 
vast numbers never having so much 
as heard the name of Jesus Christ nor 
having had any knowledge of the true 
God? Who were in fact, from a spiritu‐
al standpoint, “dead in their sins,” “wi‐
thout Christ,” and “having no hope and 
without God in the world” (Ephesians 
2:1, 12).

What if even the majority of those who 
have or have had access to salvation, 
reject it? What if the majority of those 
called to repentance refuse to believe 
in the message of the gospel or repent 
(as did the majority of ancient Israel, 
taken as a whole, or modern Israel, for 
that matter)? Jesus said, speaking of 
the present age, “... many are called, 
but  few  are  chosen” (Matthew 
22:14). Is Christ's sacrifice in vain, at 
least as far as those not chosen in this 
age are concerned?

The Bible tells us that all human 
beings having the capacity to sin (Je‐

sus Christ excepted) have sinned 
(Romans 3:23; Hebrews 4:15; 1 John 
1:8, 10). It tells us that God's righteous 
judgment on sin is death. “...the wa‐
ges of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23). 
“Therefore, just as through one man 
sin entered the world, and death 
through  sin, and thus death spread 
to all men, because all sinned” (Ro‐
mans 5:12). 

Yet, the Bible tells us that just as 
death has reigned through sin, in a 
future time death  will  be  overcome 
by God's grace to the end of eternal 
life: “Consequently, just as condemna‐
tion for all people came through one 
transgression, so too through the one 
righteous act came righteousness lea‐
ding to life for all people. For just as 
through the disobedience of the one 
man many were made sinners, so al‐
so through the obedience of one man 
many will  be made  righteous. Now 
the law came in so that the transgres‐
sion may increase, but where sin in‐
creased, grace multiplied all the more, 
so that just as sin reigned in death, 
so  also  grace  will  reign  through 
righteousness  to  eternal  life 
through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord” (Romans 5:18-21, NET).

For now, death still reigns. Most, as 
throughout human history, are still 
dead in their sins. But we're told that 
where sin now abounds, in the future 
grace will much more abound (Ro‐
mans 5:20). The sacrifice of Christ will 
lead to life for all (hyperbole, nearly 
all). But we don't see that happening, 
yet.

God will work out his plan to accom‐
plish the salvation of all mankind, ex‐
cept for those who will adamantly and 
persistently refuse to submit to God 
and his will beyond all hope. To under‐
stand how, let's examine how God has 
dealt and will in the future deal with Is‐
rael.

Who are Predestined?
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In Romans 8 Paul discusses the fu‐
ture and ultimate salvation of Israel: 
“For whom  He  foreknew,  He  also 
predestined to be conformed to the 
image  of  His  Son, that He might be 
the firstborn among many brethren. 
Moreover whom He predestined, the‐
se He also called; whom He called, 
these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified” (Ro‐
mans 8:29-30).

There are some problems with the 
way this passage of Scripture is trans‐
lated. It says God “called,” past tense, 
those “predestined” to be conformed 
to the image of Christ. Logically, that 
would leave out anyone not called be‐
fore Paul wrote this statement. Likewi‐
se with those spoken of as having 
been “justified,” and “glorified.” Jesus 
himself was not “glorified,” in the ful‐
lest sense, until he was resurrected 
(John 7:39; 12:16; 1 Peter 1:21). Nor 
will the faithful be “glorified” until they 
are resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:43; 
Philippians 3:21; cf. Daniel 12:2-3). So 
why are these words in the past tense 
in this translation?

The aorist tense in Greek comes from 
a word that means literally “without 
horizon,” often understood in Gramm‐
ar as “indefinite.” Generally speaking, 
it refers to an action, which may be 
past, present or future (or any combi‐
nation of the three), depending on the 
context, and may be repeated. [1] The 
aorist tense of the verbs in the verses 
quoted above is better rendered in the 
Concordant Version: “Whom He fore‐
knew [foreknows?], He designates 
beforehand, also, to be conformed to 
the image of His Son, for Him to be 
Firstborn among many brethren. Now 
whom He designates beforehand, 
these He calls also, and whom He 
calls, these He justifies also; now 
whom He justifies, these He glorifies 
also.”

Notice it says whom God foreknew, or 

foreknows (Greek: προγινώσκω, pro‐
ginosko, know before). What does this 
mean, exactly? Compare Paul's state‐
ment: "My manner of life from my 
youth, which was spent from the be‐
ginning among my own nation at Jeru‐
salem, all the Jews know. They knew 
[proginosko]  me from the first” (Acts 
26:4-5).

Paul, who may have been a member 
of the Sanhedrin before his conversi‐
on, and in any case was prominent 
among the leaders of the Jews at the 
time of Jesus' death, was known to 
the Jews from an early age, from near 
the  earliest  point  at  which  it  was 
possible to know him.

Whom has God not known from the 
beginning,  that  is,  from the earliest 
time  at  which  it  was  possible  to 
know him? No one. From the begin‐
ning of their existence, and in some 
respects before the nations existed, 
God has known both Israelite and 
Gentile nations. God separated the 
nations at the time of Babel, as descri‐
bed in Genesis chapters 10 and 11. 
This was long before there were any 
Israelites. Yet, the Bible speaks of the 
time, “When the Most High divided 
their inheritance to the nations, When 
He separated the sons of Adam, He 
set  the  boundaries  of  the  peoples 
According  to  the  number  of  the 
children  of  Israel” (Deuteronomy 
32:8). So God certainly knew the 
Gentile peoples from the beginning of 
their existence. And even before Ja‐
cob (Israel) and his descendants were 
born, God had them in mind as the 
nations were scattered to their re‐
spective allotted lands.

Paul, speaking to a Greek audience in 
Athens, said of God, “...He has made 
from one blood every nation of men to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
has determined their preappointed 
times and the boundaries of their 
dwellings, so that they should seek 
the Lord, in the hope that they might 
grope for Him and find Him, though 

He is not far from each one of 
us” (Acts 17:26-27). Clearly, since he 
made them, God has known from the 
beginning “every nation of men,” and 
each has the potential for seeking 
God, and eventually finding God (cf. 
Isaiah 41:4; 44:6-7).

This does not necessarily imply that 
God knows every single individual be‐
fore he or she comes into existence, 
but he has certainly known all the 
peoples of the earth (ethnic or national 
groups) from their inception, if not be‐
fore, and he does know every single 
individual from the earliest possible 
point in time, whenever that might be 
in each individual case. In some cases 
this might be before the person is 
even conceived (Jeremiah 1:5).

The Meaning of “Predestination”

Those who have assumed that “pre‐
destination” means that one's ultimate 
destiny is sealed or was sealed from 
before creation, regardless of the 
choices one makes, or somehow pre‐
determining the choices he makes, 
have made a grave error. Compoun‐
ding the error is the idea that only a 
relative few are “predestined” to salva‐
tion, while the rest are consigned to 
eternal suffering in “hell,” as a result of 
being condemned to that fate before 
they were ever born.

Rather, “predestination” has to do with 
the purpose  for which God created 
mankind. But each person has a say 
in the ultimate outcome concerning his 
own life, through the choices he 
makes.

Israel in the wilderness, as we will dis‐
cuss in more detail later, is an exam‐
ple, or model, of this principle. God 
had “predestined” the people of Israel 
to inherit the “promised land,” a physi‐
cal kingdom, in Canaan (Genesis 
15:13, 16; Exodus 3:7-8). So God deli‐
vered them from slavery in Egypt, and 
set about leading them to the promi‐
sed inheritance. But most of those 
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who came out of Egypt never  reali‐
zed the destiny God had in mind for 
them at that time, the physical inheri‐
tance in Canaan. Why? Because of 
their lack  of  faith, because of the 
choices  they  made (Hebrews 3:16-
19).

Human beings were created with a 
particular purpose, or “destiny,” in 
mind. What is that God given purpose 
or potential “destiny”? All human 
beings who have ever been or ever 
will be have been purposed by God 
beforehand (or “predestined”) to be 
conformed to the image of his Son 
(Romans 8:29). That is, they are crea‐
ted  for  that  purpose  and  with  that 
potential. This is the meaning of “pre‐
destination” in terms of ultimate sal‐
vation. “...[God] desires all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). “Look to 
Me, and be saved, All you ends of the 
earth! For I am God, and there is no 
other” (Isaiah 45:22). “The Lord is not 
slack concerning His promise, as 
some count slackness, but is longsuf‐
fering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come 
to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Those who genuinely repent of their 
sins in godly faith, and endure in faith, 
will be saved (Acts 2:38-40; Matthew 
24:13; Hebrews 10:35-39). Being “sa‐
ved” means, in this context, being gi‐
ven an inheritance with eternal life in 
the kingdom of God, as physical Israel 
was to be given an inheritance in 
Canaan, and being spared the “se‐
cond death” (Matthew 25:34, 46; Re‐
velation 2:11; 21:7-8).

By no means have all who have lived 
been called, as yet. But, In due time, 
all will have been called, with more 
than ample opportunity to repent. Ju‐
stification for all is already at hand, 
and the means of their glorification 
has been established.  “...having ma‐
de known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which 

He purposed in Himself, that in  the 
dispensation  of  the  fullness  of  the 
times He might gather  together  in 
one  all  things  in  Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth 
– in Him. In Him also we have obtai‐
ned [better translated, “obtain,” not 
“have obtained”] an inheritance [or it 
could be translated, “we become 
heirs”], being predestined according to 
the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His 
will” (Ephesians 1:9-11).

God promised the physical descend‐
ants of Israel a physical inheritance in 
the land of Canaan (later called Pales‐
tine). This physical inheritance is a 
type of the ultimate destiny of man‐
kind, the kingdom of God. That is, the 
kingdom of God is the ultimate destiny 
of all who eventually meet God's re‐
quirements of faith and obedience, 

Adam Clarke in his Commentary on 
Ephesians 1:11 states concerning 
“being predestined”: “God having 
determined to bring both Jews and 
Gentiles to salvation, not by works, 
nor by any human means or schemes, 
but by Jesus Christ; that salvation 
being defined and determined before 
in the Divine mind, and the means by 
which it should be brought about all 
being according to his purpose....
….....

“And as the apostle speaks of obtai‐
ning the inheritance, he most evidently 
refers to that of which the  promised 
land was  the  type  and  pledge. And 
as that land was assigned to the Isra‐
elites by limit and lot, both of which 
were appointed by God so the salvati‐
on now sent to the Gentiles was as 
expressly their lot or portion, as the 
promised land was that of the people 
of Israel. All this shows that the Israe‐
lites  were  a  typical  people; their 
land, the manner of possessing it, 
their civil and religious code, &c., all 
typical; and that in, by, and through 
them, God had foredetermined,  fo‐

redescribed,  and  foreascertained 
a greater and more glorious people, 
among whom the deepest counsels 
of  his  wisdom  should  be  manifes‐
ted,  and  the  most  powerful  works 
of  his  eternal  mercy,  grace,  holi‐
ness, goodness, and truth, be  fully 
exhibited. Thus there was nothing 
fortuitous in the Christian scheme; all 
was the result of infinite counsel and 
design.”

The Greek word translated “predesti‐
ned” is from προορίζω (proorizo) or 
cognate words. Proorizo is a com‐
pound word, with pro, which means 
before, and horizo. The latter is a geo‐
graphical term which means properly 
to mark out a boundary [as in an inhe‐
ritance] (cf. Clarke on Ephesians 1:5; 
Strong's lexicon on horizo [3724], and 
horion [3725]). The English word “ho‐
rizon” is from horizo (Longman Dictio‐
nary  of  Contemporary  English; 
Dictionary.com). When God called Is‐
rael out of Egypt he was doing some‐
thing he had long  purposed  to  do. 
He had already determined an inhe‐
ritance for them (Genesis 12:7). In 
the same manner, following the pat‐
tern found in the physical inheritan‐
ce God  had  preordained  for  Israel, 
God  purposes  the  salvation  of  all 
mankind.

With this in mind, let's examine again 
Acts 17: “And He has made from one 
blood every nation of men to dwell on 
all the face of the earth, and has 
determined their preappointed times 
and the boundaries of their dwellings, 
so that they  should  seek  the  Lord, 
in  the  hope  that  they  might  grope 
for Him and  find Him, though He is 
not far from each one of us; for in Him 
we live and move and have our being, 
as also some of your own poets have 
said, `For we are also His offspring.' 
Therefore, since we are the offspring 
of God, we ought not to think that the 
Divine Nature is like gold or silver or 
stone, something shaped by art and 
man's devising. Truly, these times of 
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ignorance God overlooked, but now 
commands  all  men  everywhere  to 
repent” (Acts 17:26-30).

Why Is Mankind Blinded?

Israel  is  an  example,  a  type of how 
God is working out his plan  for  the 
salvation  of  all mankind, that is, all 
peoples. “I say then, has  God  cast 
away His people? Certainly not! For I 
also am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
God has not cast away His people 
whom  He  foreknew” (Romans 11:1-
2). Continuing in the same chapter: 
“What then? Israel has not obtained 
what it seeks; but the elect have obtai‐
ned it, and the rest  were  blinded. 
Just as it is written: 'God has given 
them a spirit of stupor, Eyes that they 
should not see And ears that they 
should not hear, To this very 
day'" (Romans 11:7-8).

And why were the rest, that is most of 
the Israelites, not yet among the 
“elect” in terms of eternal salvation, 
blinded? It is not because they were 
not called! The answer to why they 
were blinded is in, among other pla‐
ces, the book of Isaiah:

“Pause and wonder! Blind  yoursel‐
ves  and  be  blind! They are drunk, 
but not with wine; They stagger, but 
not with intoxicating drink. For the 
Lord has poured out on you The spirit 
of deep sleep, And has closed your 
eyes, namely, the prophets; And He 
has covered your heads, namely, the 
seers. The  whole  vision  has  beco‐
me to you like the words of a book 
that  is  sealed, which men deliver to 
one who is literate, saying, 'Read this, 
please.' And he says, 'I cannot, for it is 
sealed.' Then the book is delivered to 
one who is illiterate, saying, 'Read 
this, please.' And he says, 'I am not li‐
terate.' Therefore the Lord said: 'Inas‐
much as these people draw near with 
their mouths And honor Me with their 
lips, But have  removed  their  hearts 

far  from Me, And  their  fear  toward 
Me  is  taught by  the commandment 
of men, Therefore, behold, I will again 
do a marvelous work Among this peo‐
ple, A marvelous work and a wonder; 
For the wisdom  of  their  wise  men 
shall perish, And the understanding 
of  their  prudent  men  shall  be  hid‐
den'" (Isaiah 29:9-14). 

Their refusal to conform to God's word 
blinded the Israelites, even  though 
the entire nation was called. “Listen 
to Me, O Jacob, And Israel, My called: 
I am He, I am the First, I am also the 
Last.
….....
“I, even I, have spoken; Yes, I  have 
called him,....
….....
“Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, 
The Holy One of Israel: 'I am the Lord 
your God, Who teaches you to profit, 
Who leads you by the way you should 
go. Oh,  that  you  had  heeded  My 
commandments! Then your peace 
would have been like a river, And your 
righteousness like the waves of the 
sea. Your descendants also would ha‐
ve been like the sand, And the off‐
spring of your body like the grains of 
sand; His name would not have be‐
en cut off Nor destroyed from before 
Me'" (Isaiah 48:12, 15, 17-19).

“Thus says the Lord.... 'So  will  I 
choose  their  delusions, And bring 
their fears on them; Because, when I 
called,  no  one  answered,  When  I 
spoke  they  did  not  hear;  But  they 
did evil before My eyes, And chose 
that  in  which  I  do  not  de‐
light'" (Isaiah 66:1, 4).

"'But go now to My place which was in 
Shiloh, where I set My name at the 
first, and see what I did to it because 
of the wickedness of My people Israel. 
And now, because you have done all 
these  works,' says the Lord, 'and I 
spoke to you, rising up early and 
speaking, but you did not hear, and I 
called  you, but you did not answer, 

therefore I will do to the house which 
is called by My name, in which you 
trust, and to this place which I gave to 
you and your fathers, as I have done 
to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of My 
sight, as I have cast out all your bre‐
thren – the whole posterity of Eph‐
raim'” (Jeremiah 7:12-15).

“Since the day that your fathers came 
out of the land of Egypt until this day, I 
have even sent  to  you  all  My  ser‐
vants  the  prophets, daily rising up 
early and sending them. Yet they did 
not obey Me or incline their ear, but 
stiffened their neck. They did worse 
than their fathers. Therefore you shall 
speak all these words to them, but 
they will not obey you. You shall also 
call to them, but they will not answer 
you. So you shall say to them, `This is 
a nation that does not obey the voi‐
ce of  the Lord their God nor receive 
correction. Truth  has  perished  and 
has  been  cut  off  from  their 
mouth'” (Jeremiah 7:25-28).

"Therefore thus says the Lord God of 
hosts, the God of Israel: `Behold, I will 
bring on Judah and on all the inhabi‐
tants of Jerusalem all the doom that I 
have pronounced against them; be‐
cause I have spoken to them but they 
have not heard, and I have called to 
them but they have not answe‐
red'" (Jeremiah 35:17).

"When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
And out of Egypt I called My son. As 
they [God's prophets] called them, So 
they went from them; They sacrificed 
to the Baals, And burned incense to 
carved images. I taught Ephraim to 
walk, Taking them by their arms; But 
they did not know that I healed them. I 
drew  them with gentle cords, With 
bands of love, And I was to them as 
those who take the yoke from their 
neck. I stooped and fed them. He shall 
not return to the land of Egypt; But the 
Assyrian shall be his king, Because 
they refused to repent” (Hosea 11:1-
5).
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Israel heard the gospel. “For who, ha‐
ving  heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it 
not all who came out of Egypt, led by 
Moses?” (Hebrews 3:16).

“For indeed the gospel  was  prea‐
ched  to us  as well  as  to  them  [an‐
cient Israel]; but the word which they 
heard did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in those who heard it 
(Hebrews 4:2). 

Faith is a firm belief. They did not be‐
lieve the word that they had heard. 
“And how shall they preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written: 'How 
beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the gospel of peace, Who 
bring glad tidings of good things!' But 
they have not all obeyed the gospel. 
For Isaiah says, 'Lord, who has belie‐
ved our report?' So then faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. But I say, have they not heard? 
Yes indeed: 'Their sound has gone out 
to all the earth, And their words to the 
ends of the world.' But I say, did Israel 
not know? First Moses says: 'I will 
provoke you to jealousy by those who 
are not a nation, I will move you to an‐
ger by a foolish nation.' But Isaiah is 
very bold and says: 'I was found by 
those who did not seek Me; I was ma‐
de manifest to those who did not ask 
for Me.' But to Israel he says: 'All day 
long I have stretched out My hands 
To a disobedient and contrary peo‐
ple.'" (Romans 10:15-21).

The people of Israel were given a 
choice, but they made the wrong 
choice. "I call heaven and earth as 
witnesses today against you, that I ha‐
ve set before you life and death, bles‐
sing and cursing; therefore choose 
life, that both you and your descend‐
ants may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19)

"But you are those who forsake the 
Lord, Who forget My holy mountain, 
Who prepare a table for Gad, And who 
furnish a drink offering for Meni [refer‐

ring to false gods worshiped among 
the Israelites, and sacrifices made to 
them]. Therefore I will number you for 
the sword, And you shall all bow down 
to the slaughter; Because, when I cal‐
led,  you  did  not  answer; When I 
spoke, you did not hear, But did evil 
before My eyes, And chose  that  in 
which I do not delight" (Isaiah 65:11-
12).

As reflected in these verses, most of 
the Israelites chose to live in sin, and 
they died in their sins.

Does  that  mean  they  are  lost  for‐
ever? 

Are Those Who Remained in Sin 
Lost Forever?

Notice carefully what Paul wrote in the 
book of Romans: “I ask then, they did 
not stumble into  an  irrevocable  fall, 
did  they?  Absolutely  not! But by 
their transgression salvation has come 
to the Gentiles, to make Israel jealous. 
Now if their transgression means ri‐
ches for the world and their defeat 
means riches for the Gentiles, how 
much more will their  full  restoration 
bring?

“Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. 
Seeing that I am an apostle to the 
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if 
somehow I could provoke my people 
to jealousy and save some of them. 
For if their rejection is the reconciliati‐
on of the world, what  will  their  ac‐
ceptance be but life from the dead?

“If the first portion of the dough offe‐
red is holy, then the whole batch is ho‐
ly, and if the root is holy, so too are the 
branches. Now if some of the bran‐
ches were broken off, and you, a wild 
olive shoot, were grafted in among 
them and participated in the richness 
of the olive root, do not boast over the 
branches.

“But if you boast, remember that you 

do not support the root, but the root 
supports you. Then you will say, 'The 
branches were broken off so that I 
could be grafted in.' Granted! They 
were broken  off  because  of  their 
unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do 
not be arrogant, but fear! For if God 
did not spare the natural branches, 
perhaps he will not spare you.

“Notice therefore the kindness and 
harshness of God – harshness toward 
those who have fallen, but God's kind‐
ness toward you, provided you con‐
tinue  in  his  kindness;  otherwise 
you  also  will  be  cut  off. And even 
they – if  they  do  not  continue  in 
their unbelief – will be grafted in, for 
God is able to graft them in again.

“For if you were cut off from what is by 
nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, 
contrary to nature, into a cultivated oli‐
ve tree, how much more will these na‐
tural branches be  grafted  back  into 
their  own  olive  tree? For I do not 
want you to be ignorant of this myste‐
ry, brothers and sisters,  so that you 
may not be conceited: A partial harde‐
ning has happened to Israel until the 
full number of the Gentiles has come 
in” (Romans 11:11-25, NET).

In verse 25, the last verse quoted 
above, is the statement (as translated 
in the NKJV): “...that blindness in part 
has happened to Israel until the full‐
ness of the Gentiles has come in.” 
“Fullness” is translated from the Greek 
word πλήρωμα (pleroma). One of the 
meanings of this word is “completen‐
ess or fullness of time” (Thayer's New 
Testament Greek Lexicon). When the 
“times of the Gentiles” are fulfilled, 
Christ will intervene and bring salvati‐
on to Israel (Luke 21:24). When Christ 
intervenes he will put an end to the 
dominance of the Gentile kingdoms 
(Daniel 2:44).

Then Paul continues in Romans 11:

“And so all Israel will be saved, as it 
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is written:

'The Deliverer will come out of Zion; 
he will remove ungodliness from Ja‐
cob. And this is my covenant with 
them, when I take away their sins.'

“In regard to the gospel they are ene‐
mies for your sake, but in regard to 
election they are dearly loved for the 
sake of the fathers. For the gifts and 
the call of God are irrevocable. Just as 
you were formerly disobedient to God, 
but have now received mercy due to 
their disobedience, so they too have 
now been disobedient in order that, by 
the mercy shown to you, they  too 
may  now  receive  mercy. For God 
has consigned all people to disobe‐
dience so that he may show mercy to 
them all” (Romans 11:26-32, NET).

As is pointed out in Thayer's  Lexicon 
and other sources the Greek word for 
“all” is sometimes employed as a figu‐
re of speech called hyperbole, where 
“all” is used for the majority, or nearly 
all, or a large number (compare Mark 
1:5; John 3:22-23; 4:1-3). The Bible 
indicates that the vast majority of Isra‐
el, and of mankind, will ultimately be 
saved. But, as human beings are free 
moral agents, some will refuse to rep‐
ent, though given every opportunity, 
and having hardened themselves 
beyond redemption, will be punished 
with destruction in a “second 
death” (Revelation 21:8).

God has a plan of salvation that ex‐
tends far beyond what most people 
have imagined. In Ezekiel 37 is des‐
cribed a resurrection, a physical res‐
urrection, in a metaphorical valley of 
“very dry” bones. They are the bones 
of people who had long been dead. 
The bones represent “the whole hou‐
se of Israel,” who by way of metaphor 
say, “Our bones are dry, our hope is 
lost, and we ourselves are cut 
off” (Ezekiel 37:11).

But God replies, "Behold, O My peo‐

ple, I  will  open  your  graves  and 
cause  you  to  come  up  from  your 
graves, and bring you into the land of 
Israel. Then  you  shall  know  that  I 
am  the  Lord,  when  I  have  opened 
your  graves, O My people, and 
brought you up from your graves. I 
will  put  My  Spirit  in  you,  and  you 
shall  live,  and  I  will  place  you  in 
your own  land. Then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken it and 
performed it" (Ezekiel 37:12-14).

What does this say? That God will to‐
ss them into a cauldron of fire to be 
tortured for eternity? No! He will give 
his Spirit to these people resurrected 
again to mortal human beings, and 
place them in their own land! And, ha‐
ving been dead, and then resurrected, 
they will know beyond any doubt the 
power of God.

This is part of the resurrection that 
shall occur after the millennial reign of 
Jesus Christ, at the time of the “great 
white throne judgment.” At that time 
most of the dead, not only of Israel, 
but of all nations, will be resurrected 
who were not resurrected in the “first 
resurrection” at the time of Jesus 
Christ's return (1 Corinthians 15:22-
23; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 
20:11-15).

They will be given a chance to be 
taught at that time about the true God, 
to repent, and to be given the Spirit of 
God. As Jesus said, “...they shall all 
be taught by God” (John 6:45).

God's purpose for mankind is not fai‐
ling. The good news is God is the God 
of salvation. This is not the only day of 
salvation. God not only holds open the 
invitation to repentance and salvation 
now, but will yet in a future age as 
well, offer salvation to all Israel and all 
mankind, even those who at one time 
rejected him. God's mercy and justice 
will be revealed for all to see, and all 
will know, God is the Eternal, the savi‐
or, the redeemer of mankind.

We have companion articles relating 
to some of the questions touched on 
in this article. Please see “What Is 
Death?”; “The Truth About Hell”; “La‐
zarus and the Rich Man”; “Are Many 
or Few Called in this Age?” All are 
available at www.cogmessenger.org.

Notes:

[1] It has become common for the 
Greek aorist (indicative) to be regar‐
ded as denoting action that occurred 
in the past. It is commonly translated 
into English with verbs in the past ten‐
se, although in the King James Versi‐
on the aorist is often translated into 
the present perfect tense. But the ao‐
rist cannot be consistently translated 
into the English past tense (or present 
perfect, which indicates past action) 
without nonsensical and misleading 
results. The following is an example:

Galatians 5:24 as translated in the 
KJV tells us that "they that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh." “This has led 
to the logical deduction that this is a 
definite past experience, as was the 
case with Christ. It supports the doctri‐
ne of sinlessness in this life. The cor‐
rect reading may grate on the English 
ear, but it conveys the truth. They cru‐
cify the flesh. It is a fact for the past, 
the present and the future. A knowled‐
ge of this distinction would have saved 
the saints from many a tremendous 
blunder and false step” (The  English 
and Greek  Indefinite, Concordant Pu‐
blishing Concern, pp. 26, 28). That 
this is the case is confirmed by com‐
mon experience, as well as Scriptures 
such as Romans 8:13; 1 Corinthians 
3:3; 9:27; Galatians 5:17 and Colossi‐
ans 3:5.

Another example is 2 Timothy 1:10, 
where the NKJV, referring to Jesus 
Christ, says, “...who has abolished 
death....” “Has abolished” is translated 
from the aorist active participle of the 
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Greek word καταργέω (katargéō). 
Common observation, however, tells 
us death has not been abolished. 
Christ has been resurrected to eternal 
life. But death still reigns in this world. 
Yet others will be resurrected to eter‐
nal life in the future, and for them, at 
that time, death will be “abolished.” Fi‐
nally we read that at the consummati‐
on of God's plan of salvation, “there 
shall be no more death” (Revelation 
21:4).

“The abolition of death is partly past 
but mostly future. How can we ex‐
press this in English? By the very form 
by which we have chosen to render 
the Greek indefinite. All incongruity 
vanishes when we translate 'Who, in‐
deed, abolishes death …'" (The Eng‐
lish  and Greek  Indefinite, Concordant 
Publishing Concern, p. 18).

Aorist is defined in the MerriamWebs‐
ter dictionary as, “an inflectional form 
of a verb typically denoting simple oc‐
currence of an action without refe‐
rence to its completeness, duration, or 
repetition” (www.merriam-webs‐
ter.com, retrieved 1-20-2018). The 
Greek Elements refers to the aorist by 
the term “Indefinite,” stating, “This is 
usually called the 'aorist', meaning in‐
definite. The indefiniteness is accom‐
plished by using both the signs of the 
past and future in the same word. 
Hence it might be well called a Past-
Future. It  is  indefinite  as  to  time  as 
well  as  to  state” (Concordant Publis‐
hing Concern, 1971, p.29, emphasis 
added).

In commenting on the Greek aorist in‐
dicative, the grammarian A. T. Robert‐
son stated that it, “...is not the exact 
equivalent of any tense in any other 

language.” He further commented, 
“Certainly one cannot say that the 
English translations have been suc‐
cessful with the Greek aorist.” Further, 
“The Greek aorist and the English 
past do not exactly correspond....” And 
finally, “...the Greek aorist is translata‐
ble into almost every English tense 
except the imperfect...” (A Grammar of 
the Greek New Testament in the Light 
of Historical Research, 1914, pp. 847-
848). In commenting on the aorist par‐
ticiple, Robertson reveals, “The aorist 
is, strictly speaking, timeless” (ibid., p. 
859).

Thus one ought not assume that an 
aorist Greek verb is referring to past 
action, or to only past action, without 
careful examination of the context and 
the nature of the subject being discus‐
sed.

Bible Study Question: Dies of 
Itself?

“Deuteronomy 14:21 states that ‘you 
shall not eat anything that dies of 
itself, you may give it to the alien who 
is within your gates, that he may eat it 
or you may sell it to a foreigner, for 
you are a holy people to the Lord your 
God.’ Why can a foreigner or alien eat 
something that dies of itself, and 
doesn't it become toxic when an ani‐
mal dies?”

Let's examine the following Scriptures, 
all of which relate to this question: 
Deuteronomy 14:21: "You shall not eat 
anything that dies of itself; you may gi‐
ve it to the alien [Hebrew: ger] who is 
within your gates, that he may eat it, 
or you may sell it to a foreigner [He‐
brew: nokriy]; for you are a holy peo‐
ple to the Lord your God."

Leviticus 22:8: "Whatever dies natu‐
rally ['dieth of itself': KJV] or is torn by 
beasts he shall not eat, to defile him‐
self with it: I am the Lord."

Leviticus 
17:15-16: 
"And every 
person who 
eats what 
died naturally 
['died of 
itself': KJV] 
or what was 
torn by 
beasts, whe‐
ther he is a 

native of your own country or a stran‐
ger, he shall both wash his clothes 
and bathe in water, and be unclean 
until evening. Then he shall be clean. 
But if he does not wash them or bathe 
his body, then he shall bear his guilt."

Leviticus 17:10. "And whatever man of 
the house of Israel, or of the strangers 
who dwell among you, who eats any 
blood, I will set My face against that 
person who eats blood, and will cut 
him off from among his people."

Strangers or foreigners in Israel were 
generally subject to the same laws as 
the Israelites (Numbers 15:14-16). 

However, not all strangers accepted 
the notion that they were to live by 
God's law. Just as God allowed divor‐
ce because of “hardness of your 
hearts,” though he never intended this 
from the beginning (Matthew 19:8), in 
accommodation of the reality of the 
unconversion of many of the strangers 
in Israel, the law in Exodus permits 
the giving or selling to strangers of 
animals that had died of themselves. 
Such a scenario might easily arise if a 
stranger happened to find an animal 
belonging to an Israelite, and asked if 
he could have the carcass. It would be 
permissible for the Israelite to give or 
sell it to him, but that does not mean 
the stranger is without sin if he eats of 
the carcass. If they ate of such meat 
they were defiled, the same as an Is‐
raelite might be defiled by it. They 
would bear their sin. The preferable 
thing to do would be to give it to the 
dogs (Exodus 22:31), burn or bury it. 
Although it was permissible to use the 
fat of such animals for purposes other 
than eating (Leviticus 7:24).

Note that Gentile converts into the 
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Church were specifically told to refrain 
from eating things strangled, or not 
properly bled, and from blood (Acts 
15:20, 29), as preconditions to being 
admitted to fellowship. These were 
among unclean practices that were  
common among Gentile peoples, and 
still are today. God expects all who 
worship him to separate themselves 
from these practices. These  require‐
ments were not a complete list of obli‐
gations for Gentile Christians, who 
were expected to repent and obey all 
of God's commandments as applica‐
ble under the New Covenant (Acts 
10:35; Romans 2:26).

Conventional medical doctrine is that 
human blood is sterile, but various 
studies have shown that bacteria may 
exist in the blood of apparently healthy 
individuals (“All Human Blood Is Infec‐
ted With Bacteria,” Alan Cantwell, 
M.D., rense.com). In a study done at 
Tulane University School of Medicine, 
100% of subjects studied had "dense 
bodies" in their blood, which under 
certain conditions developed into clas‐
sical bacterial forms. Ninety-five of the 
subjects studied were diseased, and 
sixty were apparently healthy. The au‐
thors suspected that the "dense bo‐
dies" were a particular stage in the life 
cycle of bacterial organisms, serving 
as a survival mechanism in a hostile 
environment. Authors of the study 
stated that their findings "modify the 
currently held view that the blood of 
humans is sterile for bacteria under 
conditions of health" (Gerald J. Do‐
mingue and Jorgen U. Schlegel, "No‐
vel Bacterial Structures in Human 
Blood," Infection and Immunity, Febru‐
ary, 1977, pp. 621 - 627). Sick per‐
sons in the study were found to have 
many more "dense bodies" than heal‐
thy persons, and the "dense bodies" in 
sick persons more readily changed to 
classical bacterial forms. Many disea‐
ses can be transmitted by the blood of 
infected persons, such as HIV, various 
viral diseases, certain types of hepati‐
tis, etc.

An animal that dies of itself might very 
well be diseased, and any disease or‐
ganisms infecting the animal are likely 
to be in the blood. If the findings dis‐
cussed above concerning human 
blood holds true for animals, it follows 
that the blood of even healthy animals 
may contain disease organisms in 
some form.

Blood is an excellent medium for the 
growth of bacteria, so infectious bac‐
teria that are present are likely to pro‐
liferate very rapidly in a dead animal 
that has not been bled properly. As an 
example of how sick and dead ani‐
mals can spread disease, The Cen‐
ters for Disease Control recommends 
avoiding sick and dead animals as a 
means of avoiding being infected with 
plague. Plague is commonly diagno‐
sed by testing blood for the presence 
of plague bacteria ("Fatal  Human 
Plague  –  Arizona  and  Colorado, 
1996,"cdc.gov; "Diagnostic  Tests  for 
Plague,"  rightdiagnosis.com; "Plague 
Tests and Diagnosis,"mayoclinic.com).

Blood also transports various toxic bo‐
dy wastes to organs that detoxify them 
or eliminate them from the body. 
When you eat blood you are eating to‐
xic substances. While a small amount 
of ingested blood may not cause sick‐
ness (although it doesn't take much to 
transmit a communicable disease), in‐
gestion of large amounts of blood can 
cause sickness and death.

The strange fact is, blood, 
when drank, is toxic. When 
confined to places where 
blood is supposed to be — 
such as the heart, vessels, 
and so on — it is essential for 
life. But when ingested it's a 
very different story. Of course 
all toxins have doses, and just 
as a tiny bit of poison won't 
necessarily harm you, the 
more you eat or drink, the 
greater the danger....

Because blood is so rich in 
iron — and because the body 
has difficulty excreting excess 
iron — any [human or] animal 
[except certain animals with 
specially designed mecha‐
nisms] that consumes blood 
regularly runs a risk of iron 
overdose. While iron is ne‐
cessary for all animals and in‐
deed most life, in high doses it 
can be toxic. This condition, 
called haemochromatosis, 
can cause a wide variety of 
diseases and problems, inclu‐
ding liver damage, buildup of 
fluid in the lungs, dehydration, 
low blood pressure, and ner‐
vous disorders. (“Is It Safe to 
Drink Blood?”, Benjamin Rad‐
ford, September 2, 2011).

If not consumed in excess, the body of 
a healthy person regulates the amount 
of iron absorbed from ingested food. 
While some iron is found in the meat 
of clean animals such as cattle, the 
majority is in the blood. Excess iron 
consumption can damage and ulcera‐
te the lining of the gastrointestinal 
tract, which makes it more difficult for 
the body to regulate the intake of iron. 
The result of excess iron intake can 
also include damage to the heart, 
brain and other organs, diabetes, ar‐
thritis, and other health problems, in‐
cluding death (see  Iron overload, iron 
poisoning, and Human iron metabo‐
lism, Wikipedia).

The bottom line is, God forbids the ea‐
ting of blood, and the eating of ani‐
mals that die of themselves or by 
some other means that does not allow 
proper bleeding. Separating ourselves 
from these practices is part of what 
makes us “holy” in God's sight. And in 
addition, there are very good health 
reasons to follow God's commands 
regarding these prohibitions.
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